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From: STEWART, Bob  

Sent: 21 June 2023 16:06 

To: Standards Commissioner  

Cc: HARRIS, Rebecca  

Subject: REFERING MYSELF TO YOU 

 
Dear Commissioner, 
 
I wish to refer myself to you because I omitted to register a change in name of the Companies with which I 
was involved between 2012-2017.  In 2015 my involvement changed from VES Consultancy to Ksantex SARL 
both in the same group of companies with the same boards.     
 
At the time I mistakenly thought my original declaration in 2012 for VES Consultancy was good enough but I 
was wrong.  My involvement with the group of companies was for business leadership training based on my 
book ‘Leadership under Pressure’ which was published in 2009. At no time did I play any part in either 
company’s decisions.  I was a member of the Defence Committee at the time but the Company had no 
Defence interests.     
 
I made a mistake and of that I am guilty and am very sorry.  For that reason I refer myself to you. 
 
Bob Stewart 
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Bob Stewart DSO MP 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA 

 
 
Daniel Greenberg CB 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards                                                         6 July 2021 
 
 
Dear Commissioner. 
 
 
I write in reply to your letter to me dated 28 June 2023 with responses as you requested. 
 
I will explain my involvement with two companies: 
 

• VES Consultancy. 

• Ksantex SARL. 
 
Although I was involved with VES Consultancy for a year in 2010, I was not involved with the company from 
October 2011 until 2015.  Obviously, I knew the company continued in existence but I received no monies or 
indeed had contact with it.  My previous suggestion that I had was erroneous. 
 
With regard to the specific questions, you asked me on my involvements I answer as follows. 
 

1. My role with VES Consultancy. 
 
a. How did I first become involved with VES Consultancy? 

 
In 2005, before I was an MP, I was hired to accompany the leader of Azerbaijan’s Democratic Party, 
Rasul Guliyev, to Azerbaijan to give advice as to how he could be elected to his country’s 
Parliament.  In the event President Aliyev stopped our entry to Azerbaijan.  We were forced to 
land at Simferopol in the Crimea and then return to UK.  I held a news conference in Simferopol.  
It was widely reported on BBC too. Then in 2010 Khagani Bashirov, the owner of VES Consultancy, 
who had watched what happened at the press conference suggested I gave his company 
executives some leadership training.  I had produced a book on business leadership in 2009 which 
he had also seen and liked. 
 

b. When did I become involved with VES Consultancy? 
 

I first became involved with VES Consultancy in July 2010.  
 

c. When did I receive the first and last payments from VES Consultancy? 
From July 2010 – October 2011. 
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d. When did my involvement with VES Consultancy end? 
 

October 2011. 
 

e. What was VES Consultancy’s nature of business? 
 

Registration of companies, preparing documents for notary public purposes and translation of 
documents,  I was not involved in the business though. 
 

f. What was I required to do for VES Consultancy? 
 

I gave occasional lectures on leadership and decision-making based on the principles I outline in 
my book ‘Leadership under Pressure’ which was published in 2009. 

 
g.  Was there a contract? 

 
I never signed a contract, and my involvement was informal until they no longer wanted me. 

 
2.  My role with KSantex SARL. 

 
a. How did I become involved in KSantex SARL? 

 
The Group Chairman, Khagani Bashirov, requested that I do some more leadership training 
along the lines I had done previously for VES Consultancy. 
 

b.  When did I become involved with KSantex SARL? 
  

February 2015. 
 

c.  When did I receive the first and last payments from KSantex SARL? 
 

February 2015 – September 2017. 
 

d.  When did my role in KSantex SARL end? 
 

September 2017. 
 

e.  What was KSantex SARL’s nature of business? 
 

Consultancy and construction contracts. 
 

f. What was I required to do for KSantex SARL? 
 

Provide leadership and decision-making lectures. 
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g. Copy of Contract? 
 

See attached contract. 
 

Summary 
 
I am sorry. Clearly, I should have particularly registered my involvement with KSantex SARL and I was wrong 
not to have done so.  Thinking back, I must have believed I had done so but clearly I did not. I am certainly at 
fault, and I fully accept and apologise for that. 
 
Neither VES Consultancy nor KSantex SARL had or have had any involvement with Defence matters during 
my period of working for them to the best of my knowledge. Certainly, I did not think my work with them 
impacted on any Defence matter. Neither did I advance or mention the interests of either company in public 
or in Parliament.   
 
As far as I was concerned, I was simply involved to deliver leadership training and took no part in either 
company’s wider activities. 
 
 

 
 
Bob Stewart 
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FIRST RESOLUTION 

 

The Sole Shareholder decides to modify the Company’s purpose and, 

consequently, to modify article 4 of the statutes as follows: 

 

“Art. 4. The company’s purpose shall be the provision of services in support, 

assistance and advice to companies and international project management particularly in 

civil engineering, transport, telecommunications and civil aviation.  

 

The company’s purpose shall also be any provision of services in the area of 

communication by means of objects and images and via all media outlets. 

 

It may carry out all operations relating directly or indirectly to the acquisition of 

holdings in any form whatsoever, in any company taking the form of a capital company or 

partnership, as well as the administration, management, control and development of those 

holdings. 

 

It may in particular use its funds for the creation, management, enhancement and 

liquidation of a portfolio composed of all securities, participate in creation, development 

and control, acquire by way of contribution, subscription, underwriting or call option and in 

any other manner all securities, realise them by means of sale, transfer, exchange, grant 

any assistance, loans, advances or guarantees to any company in which it has a direct or 

indirect interest. It may acquire, develop, receive and license patents, brands and other 

industrial property rights. 

 

The company may manage its own property assets through purchase, rental, 

development and the sale of any property and property rights. 

 

In general, the company may carry out all other commercial, industrial, financial, security 

and property transactions directly or indirectly connected with its purpose or likely to assist 

its operation and development.” 

 
WARNING 

 
The notary advised the party appearing of the fact that before any commercial 

activity of the Company whose purpose is hereby modified, they must be in possession of 

a trading permit in due form relating to the company’s purpose, which the party appearing 

expressly acknowledged. 

 

SECOND RESOLUTION 

 

The Sole Shareholder decides to modify article 11 of the company’s statutes in 

order to introduce the concepts of technical manager and administrative manager and in 

consequence to modify the signing authority, in such a way that henceforward article 11 

will have the following content: 
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Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
 
Colonel Bob Stewart MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
By email only 
 

30 August 2023 
Dear Colonel Stewart      
                                                                            
Thank you for making time to meet with us on 22 August 2023.   
  
When we met, it was explained that our meeting would be recorded and that I would share a transcript of 
the conversation with you.  Please find a copy of the meeting transcript enclosed alongside this letter.  I have 
redacted parts of the interview which I felt were either irrelevant to this investigation or were of a personal 
nature.  
 
Upon reviewing the evidence, I have one further question: 
 

1. Upon reviewing VES Consultancy records held at Companies House, I note that the company filed 
dormant accounts for the year ending 31 October 2009 up to all the years to 31 October 2012.  Could 
you please explain how you were receiving a monthly retainer from a dormant company.  

 
You indicated that Dr Tabrizi may wish to send me some written correspondence in relation to this 
investigation.  Please ensure that your response to my question above and any correspondence from Dr 
Tabrizi is received by 4pm 6 September 2023. 
  
This correspondence remains protected by parliamentary privilege, and I must ask that you maintain the 
strict confidentiality of the inquiry.    
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Daniel Greenberg CB  

Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
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who I know who used to run the companies there. She said it was not a defence…it's not a defence company in 

Luxembourg. It's just an accusation. 

 

SP: It’s actually VES consultancy, sorry not Ksantex SARL, we haven’t got that far. What was it VES consultancy, 

in your understanding did? 

 

BS MP: Well, they gave advice and that sort of thing, that's what they were doing. I think I put it down what they 

did somewhere forgive me I can’t read these without my glasses. 

 

SP: You say registration of companies, preparing documents … 

 

BS MP: In fact, I visited them once in Luxembourg and that was what I understood it to be. One of the reasons 

why I didn't declare it to the Defence Committees, I just didn't think of…it wasn’t defence. It wasn't defence, it was 

just a minor little thing that was a follow on from my previous work and it didn't last long because it didn't go very 

far but they did actually think I was good enough to come back to me cause the same bloke that ran VES years 

ago was so going into that bit which we’ll will come to, of course. 

 

Why the hell didn't I declare it? It's such a simple, bloody thing. Commissioner, I'm, you know, I'm really upset 

about that. Well, it was no skin off my nose not to declare it. I didn't. Maybe I’d had a brainstorm, maybe I thought 

I'd declared it. Obviously, I'm the slack. Obviously, I've got things wrong and I bitterly deeply regret it because this 

is gonna hurt my reputation.  

 

BS MP:  In macro I know I've done wrong things, I know I'm going to be punished in one way or another and you 

know that's a fact, I don't dispute it. 

 

SP: Ok, we'll just going to the next - we're going to talk about Ksantex SARL now so we’ve sort of left VES 

Consultancy. You told the Commissioner again in your letter that you were involved with Ksantex SARL until 

September 2017.  But the documents show that you formally resigned on 18 July 2017. It’s page 44 of the evidence 

bundle. Can you just explain? 

 

BS MP: No, I can't. I really can't because you know I didn't pay much attention, I never read that much about the 

companies. If I formally resign, I formally resigned and in other words, they cut me out. You know, the way they 

stop my consultancy and again I’m guilty of slacking. It’s a bit like, why didn’t I inform this office I was being taken 

on again? God knows. I don't know. Maybe I was under some mistaken illusion that I'd done it. I know I didn't and 

therefore and yeah. 

 

SP: Do either of you have any questions on that point? Right, I'll go onto the next one then. So you accept you did 

not register your involvement with Ksantex in the register at anytime. 

 

BS MP: No, I didn't.  

 

SP: So do you accept that this represents a breach of rule 13 of the Code? 

 

BS MP: Yes, I do. 
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SP: Alright, I'll move on from that point. Right, so there's an archived image of the website Ksantex SARL and 

that's page 109 and you probably had a look at it. The black and white photo. There's also a change of purpose 

that the company registered on 20 March 2017, and basically they changed it, which was the purpose, to include 

all articles of sporting equipment, tactical equipment and professional clothing intended for security or defence. 

 

BS MP: I knew nothing about that. 

 

SP: Right ok. Now, did you ever check the website? 

 

BS MP: No. 

 

SP: Right, you say you didn't know anything about the change of purpose either. 

 

BS MP: Yeah. 

 

SP: Right, you explain that your role with Ksantex was to provide leadership training. Would you agree though to 

carry out this role you’d need to have a bit of an understanding about what that company did? 

 

BS MP: Well to be honest, I didn't. What I was talking about is general principles of how you make decisions and 

you know how you assess a situation. For example you know when you're when you're given a problem the three 

things you've got to know is, you know, what they really wanted to achieve, what tasks are required to achieve 

that and what advantages and disadvantages. And that's the sort of line I took and in decision making which was 

in military terms called mission analysis and SWOT analysis in business terms, you know, all of you, that sort of 

thing and that sort of old stuff. I didn't actually have any idea beyond I thought the company was just involved in 

sort of business type arrangements but it was not doing anything. 

 

I don't think actually they…having checked this morning with the woman that ran it, I don't think they've ever had 

a defence contract at all. There was no defence contracts at all granted to the company. My ignorance on that 

there was no defence, so I didn't think it was necessary to declare it to the Defence Committee. I mean, I have 

never ever, Commissioner, advocated this company, said anything about the company or you know supported it 

in any way in Parliament. One reason is I knew little about it. Now that may well have been stupidity on my part, I 

totally accept that and now I'm guilty of that too. There we are. 

 

SP: Just looking at the website I know you say you didn't see the website. Would you agree that looks like… 

 

BS MP: Yes, it does, but it's not true. And you know, I've been talking to Dr Tabrizi this morning. I said, look one 

of the things the Commissioner’s going to ask me is that. He said absolutely not it's not defence related in any 

way. He and I, well he rang the lady, the woman that ran the company this morning and that's what she said. Not 

one defence contract was ever dealt with so but she also said that that's the sort of thing you put up to attract 

business. That's what she said this morning. But as I've never seen it until you showed it to me and there we are. 

 

SP: Right, just my final question on that point. What due diligence did you actually carry out in order to ascertain 

what the company did before you accepted the position?  

 

BS MP: Well, I assumed it was to do very much what I'd done before, which was I've earned my living doing 

lectures to companies, corporates, lawyers and that sort of thing, particularly on decision making and working 
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under pressure and I use military principles. That's the book I wrote, which was fundamentally called Leadership 

under Pressure. It was for business, it got a five star rating on Amazon and damp sales. But, you know, that's the 

life of it, I mean, I used it. I did presentations with PowerPoint and I also used - going back - once I was a soldier, 

I used a lot of video stuff from Bosnia when I was in Bosnia and like, you know, decision making on opening a 

road block and trying to stop fighting, so negotiation when you're talking about ceasefires and the principles of 

that.  

 

The sort of stuff that I'm quite sure all of you would understand, you know, having a red line, walking away, you 

know, all the stuff and it's been sort of my bread and butter, that sort of thing. Ever since I left the army, but when 

I was at university the army sent you there I did all these courses on decision making and crisis management and 

it actually it came good for me insofar as I could use those principles for lecturing and you know give lots of 

examples when I do lecture and of you know not doing the obvious thing. But actually everyone's got to be a 

winner. You mean negotiation, which we know you think it's cracked. You think it's normal but I don't wanna go 

into it.  

 

That's why I was employed by these people who frankly, Bashirov I met once in Luxembourg and once I had lunch 

with him here with a whole group of people, and in the evidence which I have read, he says he can only remember 

meeting me once and I was certainly no decision maker in any of those companies. I was actually whatever they 

call me an Executive Director or whatever, I was actually a consultant. But what I did wrong was not declare that. 

And that is what I've done wrong and that is why, I’m before the Commissioner, and that is why I am deserving of 

punishment you know, if that is the Commissioner's wish, there will be no appeal frankly. I've been a bad boy and 

I should have known better. 

 

SP: Did you want to have a little break and have some water maybe?  

 

BS MP: No I’m fine, I think you're being very kind. 

 

SP: We'll move on then to the next… 

 

HR: I'd like to talk to you about these seminars, just to make sure I completely understand. Were they regular? 

 

BS MP: Well infrequent actually, it was sort of we go…they had an office here, which my brother at one stage was 

involved in. We’d do things either in the office when people came in or they'd do something in a hotel and I set up 

a slide thing. It was much less than I thought it would be. I thought it was money for old rope actually. You know, 

I've got all these packages of things which wasn't even hard work for me because, you know, been doing it since 

2003. So I got all these packages but it wasn't difficult. In fact, it's quite good fun, although slightly repetitive.  

 

HR: So how many would you say over the years? I don't need an exact answer, it would just give us like… 

 

BS MP: I don’t know, in a year, six, seven. 

 

HR: Thank you, and what were the format of these seminars?  

 

BS MP: Well, people come in we’d have a drink. We'd have coffee together, probably it might be in the boardroom 

of the office. And then we'd sit down and I say I'm gonna talk about decision making and then I put up the viewpoint 
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BS MP: Bashirov. 

 

HR: Bashirov in Luxembourg. Was that in relation to this role?  

 

BS MP: Yeah, it was just, I think it was shortly after I was there and they were thinking of hiring my brother at some 

stage and they did hire my brother. My brother was an ex-Wing Commander in the Air Force and I think he was 

employed for about two years by them in their office where I did seminars and things here up in Mayfair, but that 

didn't come good. I mean, the company seemed to go into the sand, which is why they got rid of me or, you know 

the, you know, my usefulness was over.  

 

HR: I see, what was your brother hired to do?  

 

BS MP: He was hired to try and get, with his experience, get contracts. I mean, he was particularly still involved 

with doing, recording things that can go to court for policemen. So when they have a police interview, say, they've 

got a video and recorder and these work pretty well and that's what he was doing, I think. That sort of thing.  

 

HR: So when you say his experience… 

 

BS MP: I didn't have much to do. I didn't…apart from going…you know, clasping my brother's hand and having a 

drink with him and you know, he's my younger brother and you know, apart from that, I didn't really have much. I 

didn't have anything to do with him being hired or fired. Or you know, his…I just knew he got a damn sight more 

money than I did. 

 

HR: And in this meeting, or any other contact you had with either company, did you ever, were you ever asked 

about or did you ever discuss your role on the Defence Committee?  

 

BS MP: No. 

 

HR: Thank you that’s helpful.  

 

BS MP: The honest truth is I just didn't connect it. There was nothing to do with defence. Apart from the only thing 

I can say is I use the example of my decision making in Bosnia when I was a military officer and you know, for 

example I do a whole presentation on breaking through a road block and the negotiations or ceasefire negotiations 

or you know that sort of thing. 

 

[redacted information] 

 

BS MP: Leadership and decision making. How do you make a decision? Why do you make a decision? Always 

be prepared to answer up. Don't blame someone else. And I hope I feel that, you know, I could blame my staff for 

this. I do not in one moment even suggest that my staff should be blamed. I am responsible for my actions. There 

is a difference…you know I'm responsible and I'm at fault. 

 

HR: Thank you, I just want to clarify one point. So you've said that the meeting was regards to your brother because 

of his experience at that point, are we talking about experience from a defence perspective? 
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BS MP: No, I think it was, I think it was from a business perspective. He was a businessman for much longer than 

I was.  

 

HR: Right. So at that point, did that make you consider whether or not the company was involved in defence?  

 

BS MP: No, not at all. He wasn't involved in defence stuff really. 

 

HR: Thank you that’s very helpful.  

 

SP: There's a few more questions and I'm sorry if some of them might sound like a duplication because you have 

answered, but I do have to clarify so it's not to catch you out or anything. It's just so we know we've got the right 

answer. Right so the next thing we're going to talk about is declarations and you have touched upon this, but you 

were on the Defence Select Committee from 2010 to 2017. You involved with Ksantex SARL from February 2015 

to September 2017. Unfortunately, two different conduct rules apply during this period. It's the 16 April 2012 and 

14 April 2015, and I have just printed out the relevant sections, so if you could just take a moment to have a look 

through those are the relevant guidance in relation to declarations for Select Committees. 

 

BS MP: I’ve read that and the truth of the matter is, I didn't think they were relevant. 

 

SP: Right.  

 

BS MP: I did actually ask people, I remember asking. Because they thought it was totally irrelevant. I may have 

misread it, but you know, I didn't think it was relevant. 

 

SP: Why would you say that?  

 

BS MP: Because it was nothing to do with defence. 

 

SP: Right, ok so if you can confirm at any time during involvement with Ksantex, did you make any declarations 

about your involvement with Ksantex? 

 

BS MP:  No, I don’t think I did because otherwise it would show, wouldn't it? And I haven't and that's my mistake. 

God knows why, Commissioner. I don't know why. Because they sent me a contract which showed, you know, 

dug up. Why didn’t I twig. Did I think I've worked with these people before, was it necessary? After all, I was pretty 

slack about that. So I'm pretty slack and I'm not anymore. I'm really on the ball now but it was a long time ago. 

That’s no excuse. Same sort of excuses saying someone that murdered someone is an old man now you should 

let him get away with it. No way. No, I didn't. 

 

SP: Reading the rules now do you…do you accept you should have made a declaration? 

 

BS MP: Which bits? Because I've felt even these ones, as far as I've read, I’ve only done a quick skim. 

 

SP: Right, so this basically… 

 

BS MP: I still don't think that there was a direct concern to defence. 
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SP: Right. 

 

BS MP: There was nothing there concerned to defence. 

 

SP: Right, okay so you already told us that you carried out no due diligence. You told us that earlier.  

 

BS MP: I didn't say that, but I implied that. 

 

SP: Yes you were quite clear that you hadn't done any homework. How would you have expected then to meet 

your declaration obligations if you didn't know what the companies you were working for were doing? How would 

you have met these?  

 

BS MP: I mean, I knew they weren't anything to do with defence that's why.  

 

SP: How did you know that though if you hadn’t… 

 

BS MP: Well because, Reza and I spoke to them, you know, when I spoke to them I said there's nothing to do 

with the defence. They said no.  

 

HR: Was that at the time?  

 

BS MP: Yeah, at the time. There's nothing to do with defence. 

 

DG: Is that when you said sort of a moment ago, you asked people and they thought there was no relevance – 

are those the people?  

 

BS MP: That's asking people in the Defence Committee. 

 

DG: Will come back that in a moment… 

 

SP: So at the time you asked then? 

 

BS MP: No I asked Defence Committee, you know, doing leadership. This has got nothing to do with defence, is 

it? Anything to do with defence? No. Did I go to these companies and ask them about it? No, because Reza 

assured me and you know, there was nothing to do with defence. And he would tell you that if you wish to get 

evidence from him. And I trust Reza Tabrizi with my life having done quite a lot of involvement with the guy since 

because we live quite close together. 

 

SP: Right ok did either of you have any questions on that point? 

 

HR: Just to make sure I'm 100% clear on the timeline of this. So you have said you are…I have understood from 

what you said that you asked people at the time whether you should declare this interest is that right? 

 

BS MP: I think I did. I mean I was on the Defence Committee for seven years, ok, with people. I mean when you 

have a start in probably 2010 or 2015 said do you need to declare anything - that's what the chairman says - and 

I said, do I need to declare you know that I'm doing some leadership training? No. Why would you. You know, 
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DG: Sorry, who asked her when?  

 

BS MP: Well, this morning. Dr Reza Tabrizi who is in my office. 

 

DG: Got it, got it. 

 

BS MP: Actually rang and spoke twice. 

 

DG: I see. 

 

BS MP: She doesn't work for the company anymore and she's in Luxembourg. 

 

DG: You mentioned earlier, you think they may have done…they may have had one contract in buying some office 

equipment and its surplus equipment from…did you say the Luxembourg… 

 

BS MP: That's what she said this morning.  

 

DG: That's again, that's what she said this morning. Because you said that's the most they might have done. So 

is that her sort of trying to be helpful and trying to ….  

 

BS MP: I don’t think so she’s just trying to be truthful during.  

 

DG: No, no, sorry I mean. Is that her? When she says the most, they might have done. She's trying to be as 

accurate as possible.  

 

BS MP: Yeah. The reason why they got rid of her is because she was too good.  

 

DG: I see. 

 

[redacted information] 

 

SP: Did you speak to or approach any public officials or other Members on behalf of either VES Consultancy or 

Ksantex SARL? 

 

BS MP: Absolutely not. I didn't even know the name of the bloody companies to be honest. Forgive me using a 

swear word. I just thought that what I was doing was neutral, you know, teaching people how to do their job. 

Whatever their job was, whether it's cleaning lavatories or running companies. 

 

SP: We did ask you for contract of your work with Ksantex and you did kindly provide something, but that was 

more sort of registration as an Administration Manager. Did you ever sign a contract for this work? Do you 

remember? 

 

BS MP: I signed that thing, didn't I? I can't remember signing anything. I mean, if I signed it… 

 

SP: Yes, it was this on page 5 of your… 
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BS MP: I'm bloody awful because that was all over the place when I was talking to you, so it's pretty, pretty awful. 

But you know, I presume I'll be in front of the Committee at some stage for my crimes that would be the decision 

of the Commissioner. I'm totally expecting that and I hope, I will make, put up a good case for leniency if not. But 

I am guilty, there's no doubt about that. I'm perfectly willing to apologise publicly in the House of Commons for my 

slackness. It was slackness, not deliberate criminality, it was slackness. It was…I just don't know why.  

 

It's the main thing, the main two things that I've done wrong is if you think that I should have declared to the 

Defence Committee. I don't. I didn't think I needed to. If the Commissioner thinks I should have done, then I'm 

guilty, ok.  

 

And the second thing is I certainly didn’t declare…and that I'm guilty of and that I apologise for profusely, because 

actually, for God’s, for goodness sake, why did I not do it? Maybe…I've been through that, I won't repeat it. Maybe 

I was just having a brainstorm. There are other factors, but not relevant to this meeting. My honest truth is I didn't 

mean to do it. I'm very sorry. Please believe me that actually I don't want to bring the house into disrepute. I didn't 

mean to and you know I'm a good MP I think. Not as good as some and not as bad as some. But the one thing I 

am not is someone that wants to bring anyone into disrepute. My brother won't like this either, cause if he's 

involved, my brother was…has got a good reputation. Mind you he was in the RAF. 

 

SP: So we’ll try and get the transcript to you in the by the end of the week. Definitely for you to have a check. 

 

BS MP: Can I ask one question, Commissioner? Having heard, do you want to listen, do you want to hear what 

Tabrizi has said to say or do you not need it? 

 

DG: I think we'll have a little chat about when we’ve looked at the...  

 

BS MP: And when you send me the transcript, if you say perhaps we could have a word with Tabrizi, if you feel. I 

mean, I don't think he's going to say anything more than I've said he was telling you frankly that he's my best friend 

now. And as I said, I would trust him with my life so obviously, and I might be biased, but the fact of the matter is 

he would tell you that Bob Stewart did not know anything about this being a defence company because it wasn't 

a defence company and he made a mistake. Which he and I have discussed that we should have, we should have 

declared it. 

 

DG: We'll think whether we'd like to ask him to come and see us and if he decides he'd like to write. He is, of 

course, able to do that. He, is perfectly at liberty to write to me if he wants to do that. 

 

BS MP: That’s very nice of you, thank you. 
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Highly Restricted: Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 

 
Colonel Bob Stewart MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
By email only 
 

3 October 2023 
Dear Colonel Stewart      
                                                                            
I have tried to contact a representative from Ksantex SARL as I require further information to assist me with 
my investigation.  Unfortunately, all efforts to establish contact have not succeeded. 
 
Therefore, I require the following information from you.   
  

2. You have told me your role for Ksantex SARL required you to provide leadership training to members 
of staff.   You also advised me during your interview that you gave approximately 6 training sessions 
per year. 
a) Please provide me with the dates of each seminar you delivered during your employment with 

Ksantex SARL. 
b) Please provide me with details of venues at which each of these seminars were delivered. 
c) Please provide me with your training brief from Ksantex SARL, and the training materials you 

utilised for the delivery of these seminars. 
 

3. A copy of the minutes of the 2015/2016, 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 annual general meetings for 
Ksantex SARL. 
 

4. The Ksantex SARL archived website which we showed you during the interview states that Ksantex 
SARL can provide military equipment and weapon accessories.  Could you explain why you state that 
Ksantex SARL has not been involved with defence matters. 

 
Additionally, during your interview, you said that you had discussed whether you had a registerable 
and/or declarable interest with a number of people.  Please provide a copy of all advice that you 
received, in writing, regarding this matter.   

 
If you do not have this information in your possession, I suggest you contact Ksantex SARL who would be 
able to provide this to you. 
 
Please ensure that your response is received by 4pm 17 October 2023.  
 
This correspondence remains protected by parliamentary privilege, and I must ask that you maintain the strict 
confidentiality of the inquiry.    
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Daniel Greenberg CB  

Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
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From: STEWART, Bob  
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 12:39 PM 
To: Standards Commissioner  
Subject: RE: Private and Confidential 
 
Dear Commissioner, 
 
I am so sorry to have made such a mess of things and apologise completely. 
 
Below are your questions and my answers as far as I can ascertain. 
 

1. Please confirm that you were paid £3,000 per month for the duration of your roles for both VES and 
Ksantex.  
Answer:  Yes that is correct. 

 
2. You told me that you provided 6-7 seminars annually. Please explain who were attending these 

seminars.  
Answer:  They were attending remotely from Azerbaijan and I am afraid I do not recall they names. 

 
3. Do you have any more information about the company Vnesh Expert Services?  

Answer:  Vnesh Expert Services was registered in Azerbaijan.  I believe that happened in 1994.  I 
also understand the company provided registration and translation services. 

 
4. Please explain if Mr Bashirov is connected to Vnesh Expert Services in any way. Please provide 

documentary evidence to support your response.  
Answer:  Mr Bashirov was the founder of Vnesh Expert Services.  I have no documentation on this. 
 

5. Do you agree that you breached the registration rules in relation to your role with VES in the 
following ways:  

 
            a) The name of the company paying for your services was registered incorrectly.  

             Answer:  I did not think that to be the case but if it was I am sorry.. 

 

            b) All the payments you received during your tenure with VES were not registered.  

             Answer:  I thought they were.  If not I accept I am at fault and apologise. 

 

 c) You failed to remove the register entry within 28 days of your role 
ending.                                                         

 Answer:   Yes I am at fault for that and apologise again. 

6. I need further information in relation to the payment of €45,600 your received from Ksantex 
in  December 2015:  

 
            a) Do you accept you received this payment?  

            Answer:  Yes. 

 

             b) Why did you receive this payment?  

             Answer:  For providing consultancy in the form of leadership presentations. 

 

c) In your last correspondence you told me that you do not recall this payment. Please explain 
why you are unable to recall such a large payment.  

Answer:  The whole issue raised by Open Democracy was that I did not register this income.  I 
accept that I did not and apologise. 



48 
 
 
 
 

 

d) Did you receive any other payments from VES or Ksantex that you have failed 
to register?  Please  ensure you check all your records to confirm your response.  

             Answer:  No I do not believe so. 
 

7. Do you agree that you breached the registration rules by failing to register your role with 
Ksantex and any of the payments you received including the payment of €45,600?  

Answer:  Yes I do and I apologise unreservedly. 
 

8. Do you accept you carried out limited checks in relation to both VES and Ksantex prior to 
accepting a  position with both companies?  

Answer:  Perhaps not but both companies are still running successfully. Apparently  V.E.S. is still 
the most   successful company in Azerbaijan.  There is no evidence of wrongdoings either by V.E.S. 
or Ksantex. 
 
9. When you were initially approached by Opendemocracy, you told them that you were not aware 

of any connection between Khagani Bashirov and both VES Consultancy and Ksantex.1 During 
this investigation, you told me that Mr Bashirov had personally offered you both positions at VES 
Consultancy and Ksantex.2 Please explain this discrepancy.  

Answer:   I am not great with names – particularly foreign ones.  That was probably clear from my 
first interview when was mixing up V.E.S. and Kasantex. 

 
With best wishes and again apologies. 
 
Bob Stewart 
 

 
Bob Stewart  
MP for Beckenham 

(Bromley Common, Coney Hall, Copers Cope, Eden Park, Hayes, Kelsey, Keston, Shortlands and West Wickham) 
Westminster Office: 020 7219 7011 

bob.stewart.mp@parliament.uk 
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From: STEWART, Bob 

Sent on: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 11:47:09 AM 

To: Standards Commissioner 

Subject: LETTER RECEIVED BY E MAIL ON 20 FEBRUARY 2024 

    

 
Dear Commissioner, 
 
I am out of the country at the moment but hope my response by e mail in reply to your letter is 
acceptable. 
 
My net income from Ksantex SARL for the consultancy work was Euro 45,600/pa, which makes it Euro 3800 
per month. The average exchange rate in 2015 was £1 = Euro 1.377. It can be concluded that I received 
£2758/m, not even £3000 I estimated in my statement.  I did not receive an additional £3,000 a month as 
well. 

 
With best wishes, 

 
Bob Stewart 
  
 
Bob Stewart  
MP for Beckenham 
(Bromley Common, Coney Hall, Copers Cope, Eden Park, Hayes, Kelsey, Keston, Shortlands and West Wickham) 
Westminster Office: 020 7219 7011 
bob.stewart.mp@parliament.uk 
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Tuesday 19 March 2024  

Colonel the Rt Hon. Bob Stewart DSO MP interview with OPCS 
 

 
DG: The transcript will be provided to you in due course the same as last time and a copy of the recording will be 
held securely in accordance with the House’s data protection policies. 
 
DG: OK. So when we last met, I had not expected that it would be necessary to hold a second interview, and it's 
rare to have to revert to an interview at this stage, when we've provided the respondent with the draft 
memorandum, so I want to explain why we’re doing this. 
 
DG: In your response to the draft memorandum, you told me that Ksantex had paid you €45,600 per annum. That 
was your phrase and that was in direct contradiction of your earlier reference that you received a monthly payment, 
in respect of the provision of training. At no point in the earlier investigation had you made any mention of a 
payment of €45,600. I discovered that from the evidence of the current Ksantex CEO. 
 
DG: Because the amount and timing of payments are central to this investigation, that is why it's essential for me 
to have clarity in relation to them. As a result of this contradiction in evidence on such a central issue, adding to 
some other inconsistencies that we will come to that have already caused me some concern, I reluctantly formed 
the view that your earlier answers to my questions may have failed to comply with the requirement in paragraph 
12 of the Code of conduct to cooperate with my investigation, and I further decided that it was justified and 
proportionate in accordance with the procedural protocol to extend my investigation to a possible breach of Rule 
12.  So this interview is your opportunity to explain why this and other inconsistencies in your evidence are not 
failures of cooperation. I'm also going to take this opportunity to ask you about the other apparent inconsistencies 
in your evidence and again give you the chance to resolve any conflicts in the evidence that I've gathered so far, 
and it will be an opportunity for you to say anything further to me that you want to put on the record. 
 
DG: To start with, are there any documents that you have brought to support this interview that you want to break 
off and present at this stage, or do you want to refer…  
 
BS: I've got my bank account to show you.  Let's start with the 3000, to be honest, Commissioner, I thought I got 
3000 in a month, which was what the agreement was. In fact, they didn't give it me 3000 a month. They gave me 
it in lump sums. And that is why I mucked up, because the first time I worked for Bashirov 2010 to 2011, an informal 
agreement, I got 3000 a month and it came into my bank account, and that bank account triggered me to put, you 
know, declare it.  A second time, I thought it was 3000 again. Again, I wasn't looking at documents when I wrote 
my submission to you. 
 
BS: Forgive me for that, but when I looked it's taken me a heck of a long time to get my bank accounts. I've got 
them now. It's actually a joint bank account with my wife and there are two payments in there, which total up if you 
divide them by the amount of time to 3000 a month. That is where I misled you. If I did mis…, I didn't mean to 
mislead you. I was doing my best after seven or eight years to remember, and of course the original one was 14 
years ago or 13 years ago. So, I mean, I admit I'm not a great memory, but I've always thought that Bashirov, 
Khagani Bashirov gave me £3000 a month and that is where I thought.  Now I have the bank accounts here. 
 
BS: My bank account, this is my wife’s and my bank account for three years 2015. I don't want to leave them with 
you but please because this is my wife's account too. But I would like to show you that the amount of money, 
they're both flagged was what I got and that's what. I was confused. I didn't mean to fib.  I’m not a fibber. I didn't 
mean to obscure and not that. I had no reason to disguise this thing. What is clear to me that because I wasn't 
getting the money every month I failed to declare it each month, because of course I wasn't getting it, but I got it 
in two sums, it was like 2 1/2 years or something and it sort of totals up to, totals up to 73,000 or something, but 
it's 3000 a month roughly.  And it was paid in euros and then converted.  And those are my bank accounts there. 
There's no other payment from Ksantex whatsoever and there's actually, there was never, ever an agreement on 
money in in any form, written form. 
 
BS: Bashirov hired me again in 2015. I mucked up when I first wrote to you. I thought I was working from 2010 to 
2015. It was a mistake. I wasn't. I ended it in 2011, October 2011. I've actually been more assiduous as you are.  
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BS: I didn't. There's no intention on my part to deceive.  
 
DG: You've made that very clear.  I'll decide at the end whether I need to go over that formally or not, just for the 
sake of the order of the record, but I will try. I am trying not to waste your time, so I'm trying not to go over things 
unnecessarily, but there will be some overlap. Please make your answers honest and full recollection as much 
detail as you remember. Don't worry if it seems trivial, we'll decide later if it's relevant. If we ask the question and 
you're not sure of the answer, just say so. Some of the questions may appear repetitive or overlapping. But please 
answer each one in full. Please take as much time as you need and please obviously make sure that your answers 
are relevant to the question that I ask on each occasion. If a question isn't clear, if you don't hear it clearly, please 
tell me.  If you need a break at any time for any reason, please tell me. And of course we will accommodate any 
break that you need. If we need to pause the interview, then we'll tell you. 
 
DG: So I'm going to start asking questions about those 3 topics. Is there anything you'd like to say or ask before I 
begin those questions. 
 
BS:  No. 
 
DG: I'll remind you again that the investigation is confidential.  OK, so payments, the payment from Ksantex.  In 
your letter of 29th January 2024, you confirmed that you were remunerated at £3000 a month for your role with 
Ksantex. You've now indicated that Ksantex paid you €45,600 per annum and your evidence is that you worked 
for Ksantex from, approximately from February 2015 to June 2017.  What we need to do now is we're going to 
clarify exactly what you were paid by Ksantex and when and for what purpose. And I'm going to do that by asking 
you a series of short questions, some of which return to matters we previously addressed with the aim of giving 
you an opportunity at this point to provide a single explanation of the payments and the purpose. So what were 
you paid by Ksantex? 
 
BS: I thought it was about £3000 a month. The actual amount was that I received £32,277.87 on the 14th of 
December 2015 and another amount of £41,385.20 on the 18th of September 2017.  I added those up as 
£73,663.07.  And my rough calculations for dividing the time I work for them by that was £3000 a month and that's 
where the 3000 came from and the 3000 was in my head because that was what I was paid for, paid by, in 2010, 
2011. 
 
DG: Thank you. And when where you paid, you've dealt with that. Yeah. If you've answered that.  What was the 
purpose of the payment?  
 
BS: Well. You said I was a, well, I wasn't a non-executive director. They called it director, remember, it's written in 
Luxembourgish. But I was a consultant. And what Bashirov wanted me to do was to talk periodically about how 
this book I've written was for business. On business principles. He liked what I did first in 2010, 2011, but I'd run 
out. Vnesh was a small organisation, Ksantex, it's a bit bigger I think.  And what I was asked to do was to talk 
about things like morale, teamwork, planning and that sort of thing. And I did. And of course, I used a lot of 
photographs, so it involved the internet whenever it was, they set that up. I did it in an office off Berkeley Square, 
which was the Ksantex office. There were one or two people there normally. And I normally spoke to people who 
I didn't know.  Somewhere in, I presume, Azerbaijan. I didn't know their names because you're gonna ask me who 
they were. I had no, even, I mean, even at the time I wouldn't remember their names because they were strange 
names.  
 
DG: So there were a couple of people there? 
 
BS: Well, one or two people normally in the office and others are out. Yeah. And they provided coffee and drinks. 
Biscuits maybe. 
 
DG:  Thank you.  How was this all agreed without a formal contract?  
 
BS: Well Bashirov, I'd worked for Bashirov before he, I presume, watched one of my performances from 
Luxembourg and he liked it. I did it in English.  Sometimes someone might have translated.  I don't know, but it 
was very visual.  Lots of pictures.  It normally lasted 40, 45 minutes.  There weren't many questions actually.  I 
liked doing it, Commissioner. It was what I earned a living doing prior to becoming an MP.  I didn't really do it for 
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money. I guess I did.  But I didn't care. It was an enjoyment and it was I'd written I'd done a lot of packages like 
that, so it wasn't even a big imposition on me.  And that's what I did.  
 
DG:  Thank you. What I was trying to get at was without a formal contract how was it actually agreed? What was 
the mechanism for agreeing?  
 
BS: Bashirov really let me have carte blanche actually, there wasn't.  He'd seen presumably what I'd done 2000 
and 2011 and I think they wanted a repeat. I mean, there wasn't a contract in 2010, 2011. I don't think there was 
a contract on money terms in 2015 to 2017. And I worked for Bashirov, Khagani Bashirov, who I met a couple of 
times. He owned the companies, you see, he owned Vnesh Express Services. And he owned, you know, Ksantex. 
They were his companies. 
 
DG: Without a contract or agreed terms, how did you know what you could be asked to do for the payment? How 
did you know what the payment was?  
 
BS: He told me. He said just present. You know what you think of.  I mean this, I kept on holding this book up, but 
I didn't show him. I’m sure he's never read it. But you know, it was on which I based all my work on, on it. And you 
know on each of the chapters comes a presentation. I worked for him and I didn't really go much. I think I went 
once to Luxembourg, for a dinner.   
 
DG: Once you've been paid and there was no contractual obligation on you [inaudible], what discussions did you 
have with Ksantex to ensure that you would continue conducting the seminars?  
 
BS: Sorry I didn't. I didn't really, I mean the…Someone rang me and said can you do something? Yeah. And I 
didn't even know who it was. And I said, of course, you know, because my usual rate before I was an MP was 
£3000 a lecture.  So things didn't change in that respect in money terms. 
 
DG: Yeah and so the payment was provided to you after the time when you explained the seminars started for 
Ksantex.  
 
BS: Yeah.  
 
DG: Do you know why that was?  
 
BS: No, I mean, that's why I'm confused. Because, to be honest it's seven or eight years ago. I remembered it 
was 3000, 3000 is in my head. That's why I'm mucked up when I said, I presumed it was 3000.  I didn't even realise 
I wasn't getting it but now when I look back now, I slightly understand why I was stupid enough not to declare it, 
because actually each month it wasn't coming into my account. And I'm at fault. I accept that, and I'm sorry. 
 
BS: And one of the questions you asked me, Sir, was Vnesh UK, I thought it was Vnesh UK, but the whole 
company Vnesh is a group of companies.  Where the money came from I didn't even look at it. You know, I really 
didn't look at it. It just appeared in my bank account. 
 
BS: And that's it. So when I wrote to you and I said Vnesh UK, I presumed it's UK because there was an office 
here and you said it was a dormant company. Well dormant companies don't provide money. It was the group that 
did it. 
 
DG: Yeah.  
 
BS: And I didn't even know it was a dormant company. 
 
DG: I have to ask formally why you did not tell me at the beginning of the investigation that the payment was 
provided after the seminar started and you disclosed that when I asked you about the payment of….  
 
BS: To be honest, I had forgotten or didn't realise.  I mean the figure 3000 was in my head. As I say, the money 
wasn't something I was primarily motivated about. I like the people.  I didn't mean to deceive you, Commissioner, 
I really didn't. I produced the evidence that I thought, I thought immediately I was paid £3000 a month. Well I was, 
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BS:  Secondly, I did actually declare properly. And documentary evidence I have now.  Because Bashirov didn't 
give me any.  And the role ended. Because I think I finished. I think I'd done all the chapters, actually. 
DG: Thank you very much.  
 
HR:  Can I just check so, but where has the date October 2011 come from?  
 
BS:  Well, I think it's when I last.  That's when I ended I think. 
 
HR:  No, I understand that. But what have you based that date on?  
 
BS:  I don't know. I thought that was when I finished declaring.  
 
HR:  I see. Yeah, I think I'm just having a look. We have got an evidence bundle for you here, if you would. So this 
is the evidence we've got so far if you would like to peruse.  
 
BS:  I think that's when I ended.  
 
HR:  OK, I think what I'm getting at is that having a look, just looking at the initial letter that was sent to you and I 
believe it says that, OK, so you registered a payment from VES in July 2010 and then the reference to the role 
remained on the register until March 2012, with the last payment being received from VES Consultancy in October 
2010.  So if it hasn't come from the register, do you remember where you've got this date of 2011 from?  
 
BS:  No, sorry. 
 
HR:  As the Commissioner said if you don’t remember that's fine. We just need to be really clear.  Thank you. 
Yeah, as the Commissioner said, if you don't recall or you're not sure, it's really important you say.  Yeah, that's 
everything for me. Thank you. 
 
DG:  Your initial position has always been that you were paid by VES Consultancy UK for your first role.  When it 
was pointed out to you this was a dormant company, you told me that you were in fact paid by VES Azerbaijan.  
Failing to find any information on VES Azerbaijan, I requested further clarification.  It was at this point that you told 
me you were actually paid by Vnesh Expert Service, which you say was a company founded by Mr Bashirov. 
  
BS:  It's the same thing, I think.  
 
DG:  OK, you haven't provided any documentary evidence either to support your position you were paid by Vnesh 
Expert Service or that Mr Bashirov has any connection to Vnesh Expert Service.  Mr Bashirov, in his interview to 
the media, does not mention Vnesh Expert Service, but confirms that you were employed by VES Consultancy 
UK and Ksantex.  
 
BS:  Well he's probably confused. That's Vnesh Expert Services from the Internet, which is a company. You can 
have that.  
 
HR:  Thank you very much.  
 
BS:  He owns Vnesh Expert Services VES.  It's got very big companies in Azerbaijan and its quite a, it's quite a 
very a well-known company in Azerbaijan. At the back you'll see some of the companies, including British 
companies that it deals with, OK. Again, Bashirov didn't mention it, but he's definitely, he's the guy that owns it.  
Or, you know or was.  There's been some jiggery pokery in Azerbaijan because Aliyez has tried to take over the 
company, the President. 
 
BS:  OK, so when I said VES Consultancy UK, that's what I assumed it was when I pointed out it was VES 
Azerbaijan I presume it was VES Azerbaijan because I was talking to people in Azerbaijan. Vnesh Expert Services 
is the long title.  And I understand that's where the money came from. Group of companies owned by Bashirov. 
 
DG:  Thank you.  
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HR:  How do you know that Mr Bashirov owns this company?  
 
BS:  Well, I don't. Yeah I'm told that he does. He told me. Or, you know, I understand he owns it. I mean, that's 
who paid it. And he organised it and I presume he was, you know, to be honest, it's difficult to get information out 
of Azerbaijan.  That I got off the internet.  Bashir… to my information and I'm talking about member of my office 
Dr Reza Tabrizi who speaks the language. Bashirov definitely owns Vnesh. 
 
HR:  Just to make sure I've understood, so have you been told by Mr Bashirov that he owns Vnesh Expert?  
 
BS:  Well, I can't remember.  
 
HR:  OK. But Mr Tabrizi has told you.  
 
BS: Yeah. Yeah.  
 
HR:  Thank you. That's very helpful. 
 
BS: If he doesn't own it, why the heck is he giving me three? You know, I mean, I'm just, just confused if that’s… 
People don't give up that sort of money. 
 
DG:  Yeah. Thank you very much.  Mr Ahmadov, so this is now I'm moving to the third bullet point in front of you, 
Mr Ahmadov, who is the current CEO of Ksantex, has stated that he is not aware of any seminars being provided 
by you during his mandate which commenced on 1st of February 2017.  You have told me that you provided 
seminars on 4th of April 2017, fifth of June 2017 and 17th of July 2017 and you've attached a record of seminars 
on those dates.  
 
BS: That's true. 
 
DG: So,  
 
BS: and that was Bashirov working. I didn't work for Mr Ahmadov. I never saw him. I think I might have met him 
once.  But didn't work for him. I worked for Bashirov, who had his own people.  Who set up these things in the 
office it was.  He wouldn't necessarily have known that was happening.  Bashirov is quite a strange character full 
of life.  Brilliant.  And hail fellow well met.  Doesn't necessarily operate with much paper.  Obviously, and I work for 
Bashirov.  Bashirov is the guy that ordered me around, asked me to do things. That's what I did. He paid and I 
cooperated. That's what I did. 
 
HR: When you say ordered you around asked you..  
 
BS: He didn't order me around. But you know he was the guy that wanted me to do it.  He didn’t order me around. 
Sorry, that's.  My wife does that.  Order me around.  
 
HR: When you say asked you to do things?  
 
BS: Yeah.  
 
HR: What things?  
 
BS: Well, things was that? It was always the presentations. I wasn't ever on a board. I never went to a board 
meeting. I never made anything on. There was some contract they said I was a non-executive director. I don't think 
I directed anything. It was their way of saying I was a consultant. 
 
DG: Pause on that for a second.  There was a contract that described you as a non-executive director.  And I think 
you used before.  You used the phrase sort of Luxembourgish.  
 
BS: Sorry. 
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DG: You used the phrase before this afternoon that it was Luxembourgish. 
 
BS: Yes I presumed it was. 
  
DG: There's a proof… there was a contract that described you as a non-executive director. 
And you'll say that that was their way of desc… of saying that you were a consultant, giving lectures,  
 
BS: I presume so.  Well, I wasn't ever.  If there, I would never ever attended any board meeting or any meeting 
whatsoever. I was a freelance.  We went in and did these presentations when asked. That's it.  And I would not 
describe myself as a non-executive director.  The contract may have described it, but I wasn't.  I was, I would 
describe what I was, which was a consultant to provide leadership training. 
 
DG: I just want.  Are you gonna, I mean.  Does that, with hindsight, not appear to you slightly unusual. 
 
BS: Yeah. Well, it's not unusual. I don't know. I've never operated in Luxembourg before or in, you know, the 
contract, as I understand, was in French, not great at French. 
 
DG: Yeah 
 
BS: I didn't mind what they called me. As long as I did what I thought I was gonna. You know, they didn't ask me 
to do something I couldn't do.  So I wasn't actually concerned about it. 
 
DG: No, I can see that I can see that I'm and I say I just want to tease this out a little bit, because with hindsight.  
I mean. 
 
BS: With hindsight, Sir, I should have said, could you change that word to consultant?  But I didn't.  
 
DG: No, I mean, I'm just trying to get my head around this because, OK, this is Luxembourg. Luxembourg isn't, 
it's not.  Companies in Luxembourg operate in a similar way and if a company was contracting someone to give a 
series of seminars.  I'm genuinely struggling to see why in any language you wouldn't put a contract to say we're 
contracting to give same.  
 
BS: I do not say. 
 
DG: [unclear] That. I'm just. I'm just saying.  Again.  If I want to. 
 
BS: I mean, I don't think Bashirov was in any way involved in that contract.  
 
DG: Yeah,  
 
BS: I doubt Bashirov saw that contract.  And sure as heck, I didn't really consider it to be binding on me 'cause I 
knew what I was doing.  As directed by Bashirov and I think Bashirov probably never saw that contract. It's done 
by people, other people.  And I wasn't particularly concerned about being a non. I've been a non-executive director 
before, but it certainly wasn't the same way as this which was a consultant.  And I honestly thought it was probably.  
The way they do it in Luxembourg.  I certainly didn't do anything.  
 
DG: No,  
 
BS: Apart from provide these lectures. 
 
DG: Yeah,  
 
BS: I think I went to a dinner. Once. 
 
DG: And when was it you went for dinner, was that part of.  Was it related to 
 
BS: When I was visiting.  Actually.  
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DG: Yeah. It wasn't dinner relating to a board meeting or anything?  
 
BS: No, no, it was just, you know, just a dinner.  
 
DG:  And you mentioned before that you said you never saw Mr Ahmadov and then,  
 
BS: Well, I I've checked on that. I've checked with Reza Tabrizi, he said you've met him. 
 
DG: Yes. 
 
BS: But, you, I can't remember him.  
 
DG: No. OK. 
 
BS: And it was at that dinner I think.  
 
DG: I would. That's what I was wondering.  
 
BS: Yeah, probably at the dinner. And it certainly wasn't for business.  Bashirov was there. 
 
DG: OK.  Alright, I think I've probably exposed that.  I know, expose what's troubling me as much as I can and I 
think you've.  
 
BS: I'm sorry. I wish I'd not, they'd not use that term but they did. 
 
DG: Yeah. OK.  And I think we've probably taken that particular issue as far as we can, OK.  The next bullet point.  
In your written response to me on 6th of July 2023. You told me that you stopped working with Ksantex in 
September 2017.  Mr Ahmadov provided the document showing that you resigned as a director of Ksantex on 8th 
of June 2017.  But you've provided documentary evidence to show that you've provided a seminar on 17th July 
2017. So we've got three statements there that are.  Not entirely consistent. Can I ask you to respond to those?  
 
BS: Well, firstly, I didn't actually care whether I was employed or not.  They were nice people.  I enjoyed doing it.  
I didn't even. I can't even remember realising I stopped working for them.  Clearly I had.  But it wouldn't have made 
any difference to me. I just still gone and presented because I enjoy doing that sort of thing and that's what I do.  
And that's what I did. I did it in the London office.  I didn't, but they're all done in the London Office, which is not a 
particularly nice office behind Berkeley Square.  So I mean, I don't think I can't remember that I stopped working 
for them.  I thought they were decent.  Good.  As I say, the money wasn't actually something I kept an eye on.  If 
I had it done, I'd have been a damn sight  more assiduous and declared it.  My mistake was not to declare it when 
those lump sums came in because I just that's a mistake. 
 
DG: Yeah.  Just when you say you can't remember that you stopped working for them particularly.  So the 
document that Mr Ahmadov provided, showing that you resigned as a director on 8th June 2017.  Is it? You just 
don't remember anything about it?  
 
BS: Just don't remember. I'm not even sure I signed it.  You know.  OK. And perhaps I did, I don't know the.  The 
fact of the matter was it didn't really worry, particularly worry me. 
 
DG: Yeah. 
 
BS: I mean Reza Tabrizi works in my office.  Who I would like to have brought with me because he was the brains 
behind it.  He said just go do it, you know. 
 
DG: Just go and do what?  
 
BS: Just do just do presentation if you want to.  The presentations normally came through him.  
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DG: Yeah.  
 
BS: Said do you want to do a presentation, can you do it? Is it after parliamentary time? Yes, I'll do it then, you 
know, walk up there. He was present whenever I did a presentation. 
 
DG: And it was. It was Mr Bashirov who asked for the presentation.  
 
BS: Well, he spoke to. They're very good friends.  
 
DG: Who would he speak to. 
 
BS: But Bashirov is very good friends with Dr Reza Tabrizi, who he's known since the 80s.  Well, 90’s that's how 
I got involved actually.  And that's why it's so informal. Presumably.   
 
DG: Yeah.  You haven't.  You say there was no. You've said there wasn't a contract apart from this one contract 
describing you as a non-executive director and you've told us all about that.  You weren't. There weren't a lot of 
other documents? 
 
BS: No 
 
DG: And but this the resignation documents you it just I mean  
 
BS: To be honest, Commissioner, can't even bloody remember it.  
 
DG: Yeah.  
 
BS: You know, I just can't remember it.  
 
DG: Yeah.  OK. 
 
BS: It was Bashirov. It was Reza Tabrizi, and Bashirov that were my guiders on this and Dr Reza Tabrizi, I would 
trust with my life, actually. 
 
DG: Yeah. 
 
BS: I've known him since 2005. 
 
DG: Helen, anything on that?  
 
HR: No, nothing for me thank you.  
 
DG: OK. Last one of these. And then we are nearly done.  You told me that you had. Sorry. You told me that you 
had provided approximately 6 to 7 seminars annually.  In addition, you've provided documentation that shows that 
you facilitated 16 seminars from 9th of March 2015 to 17 July 2017.  When asked who attended the seminars 
provided during your tenure with both VES and Ksantex, you stated in your correspondence of 29th January 2024 
that the attendees were attending remotely from Azerbaijan, but they were unable to recall their names.  However, 
during the interview I conducted with you on 22nd of August last year.  You told me. Well, people come in. We'd 
have a drink. We'd have coffee together. Probably. It might be in the boardroom of the office. And then we'd sit 
down. And I say I'm going to talk about decision making and then I put up the viewpoint and normally could be 120 
photographs. Say if you're asking me for detail, it would be something like I'd use Bosnia as the case study.  So 
there's a little bit of inconsistency there as to whether this was people attending remotely or it was people coming 
in physically.  
 
BS: Well, I think it was both, actually. When I come into the office, there was sometimes more people there than 
were, you know, we'd have a drink, coffee normally, tea, biscuits. Some would, some would peel off, some might 
show some interest.  As far as I was concerned, I just they set up the screen, I put a memory stick in with what it 
is, and then I did it. I don't know how much people at the far end understood, but I tried to do it with lots of pictures.  
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into paragraph 12, which is a requirement that Members cooperate with the Commissioner in the conduct of any 
investigation and obviously with the Committee on Standards and the Independent Expert Panel in any subsequent 
consideration.  What is your view as to whether during the course of the investigation you have failed? 
 
BS: Sought to obscure.  No, I have not. My view is I've tried to be as honest as I can.  I may have made mistakes. 
My memory is not brilliant obviously.  I did not set out to deceive anyone. In fact, I think it would be appalling if I 
did.  My honour is at stake, of course, at stake.  I don't lie. I don't deceive.  And if I've made mistakes, it's a mistake 
of honest intention, lack of understanding, lack of whatever.  It has been very confusing.  My relationship with 
Ksantex and with the other company VES.  You're right, I didn't have proper paperwork.  It was done almost on 
the old boy network.  Which it was really.  And my links to Bashirov were direct.  He had his people throughout the 
companies.  And actually I quite like the guy.  So I had no wish to deceive. I had no wish to not help the companies.  
Both companies still exist.  VES is quite big in Azerbaijan. If you look at the thing I've given you, it's got really big 
companies that it's working with at the back.  And Ksantex does things like building projects and buying equipment 
to go to Azerbaijan. 
 
DG: Yeah.  
 
BS: And that is what Bashirov was all about. And he's been involved in this sort of thing for 30 years. 
 
DG: OK. So would it, would it be fair to say that?  You must put it in your own words. But I want to be clear. Would 
it be fair to say that you believe you have cooperated with the inquiry, with the investigation in the sense that you 
have not, you've said you had no wish to deceive and you've provided.  You've tried to be honest and although 
you may have made mistakes in what you've provided to the investigation, you did not set out to deceive. Is that 
a fair summary?  
 
BS: Yes, it is, Sir. It's actually.  I tried my best at each stage to say what the facts were.  You know, even the 2012 
to 2015, I was involved, it was my memory.  It was the fact that I was my best friend is Dr Reza Tabrizi, and he's 
always been with me and his link was to Bashirov. I didn't have any contact with Bashirov. I think I've met him 
twice.  And I've tried obviously to contact these companies, VES and Ksantex. I don't know the staff, the people 
that run Ksantex at the moment.  I do speak through Tabrizi to Bashirov. When I when you started, I said look, I 
need to need you to prove, for example, that, you know, Ksantex isn't a defence company and I did my best there.  
All the time I've tried to do my best.  Cause the last thing I want to do is to lie to the Commissioner of Standards. 
That is the last thing I want to do.  If I was the Commissioner of Standards, someone lied to me, I'd be really angry.  
End of.  Whatever I have been at fault.  I accept. I am sorry. I did not mean to be at fault.  I'm an honest Indian.  
And in retrospect, I wish I'd never done it, but, you know, I mean get involved because it's caused me one heck of 
a headache.  And it's worried me for the last nine months.  Seriously worried me.  Because people are suggesting 
the implication is that I'm dishonest.  Well, I'm bloody well not.  Sorry for my language, I'm not dishonest.  Etcetera.  
Is that enough of a statement? 
 
DG: It's you,  
 
BS: Of course. I mean answer is that's my statement. I'm sorry. 
 
DG: No, that's fine.  
 
BS: If I made a mistake, it was a mistake of good in non-intention to deceive. 
 
DG: Yeah. OK, that's very clear. Thank you.  I have asked you whether there are any other payments from VES 
or Ksantex that you wish to mention now and you've said that there aren't. 
 
Is there any further information of any kind that you would like to provide?  
 
BS: No.  
 
DG: OK if there is if anything occurs to you, you can always between now and when we send you a new draft 
memorandum, you can always send anything that occurs to you. We will handle the bank statements you've given 
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us. We will handle in the way we've discussed. We will extract the information we want nothing other than that 
information will appear in any information that we publish and the  
 
BS: You'll return the bank statements? 
 
DG: Hard copy and we will not keep a copy of the of the bank statements will extract the entries we need and the 
hard copy we return to you in the way we've discussed.  A copy of the transcript of the meeting will be provided to 
you once we've once we've completed it.  I will now rewrite the draft memorandum reflecting your responses today 
and you will be sent a new draft memorandum for factual accuracy checking in the same way we sent you the first 
one.  
 
BS: Thank you, Commissioner,  
 
DG: And that's how we will proceed, subject to anything else that you want to say, we will close the transcript.  
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4. I understand Colonel Stewart conducted seminars with Ksantex S.à.r.l.  
 

a. Please provide the dates of each seminar Colonel Stewart delivered during his employment 
with Ksantex S.à.r.l.  

b. Please provide details of venues at which each of these seminars were delivered.  
c. Please provide training materials Colonel Stewart utilised for the delivery of these 

seminars.  
d. Who attended these seminars?  
e. What were the purpose of these seminars? 
 

5. Could you kindly send us a copy of any written contracts between Colonel Stewart and Ksantex S.à.r.l, 

if available. 
 
May I remind you that my inquiries are conducted in private.  This letter and any subsequent correspondence 
between us in connection with this inquiry is protected by parliamentary privilege and must be kept 
confidential until the outcome of my inquiry is published. 
 
I would be grateful if you could provide this information by no later than 7 November 2023. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Daniel Greenberg CB  

Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
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[10:12, 15/06/2023] Bashirov: Son frère s’occuper de la société Thales 
 
[10:12, 15/06/2023] Bashirov: Il devait m’accompagner dans mes projets avec la société Thales 
 
J’étais consultant de la société Thales par le biais de ma société Chypriote de 2002 jusqu’à 2017 
 
Ksantex n’a jamais vendu ou acheter des équipements militaires. C’est une société de conseil dans le 
domaine des radars civile et militaire tous d’abord 
 
Reza Tabrizi c’est un ami à moi , que j’ai connu la première fois en Azerbaïdjan en 1994 . 
 
Je viens de me renseigner dans la société Ksantex il y avait trois directeur M. Seymur Ahmadov , M. Reza 
Tabrizi , M. Bob Stewart 
 
Fonction d’exécutive directeur de facto était à M. Seymur Ahmadov 
 
M. Tabrizi et M. Stewart n’ont jamais jouer un rôle commercial , lobbying ou publicitaire.  
 
A l’époque dans plusieurs sociétés luxembourgeoise on mettait souvent  les noms des personnalités dans 
les board of director . Leur travail se limiter seulement en qualité de consultant. 
 
Mr Bob Stewart has never been an executive director. This can be proven by the documents of the 
Luxembourg trade register.  
 
I will try to contact Luxembourg immediately to ask your question. 
 
His brother was an employee of the English company Ksantex (I don't remember). He had an employment 
contract and was paid. I'm going to find out right away. 
 
Bob Stewart has never been involved in any commercial or other contracts. 
 
[10:12, 15/06/2023] Bashirov: His brother was in charge of the Thales company. 
 
[10:12, 15/06/2023] Bashirov: He was to accompany me in my projects with the Thales company. 
 
I was a consultant to Thales through my Cypriot company from 2002 until 2017. 
 
Ksantex has never sold or bought military equipment. It is a consulting company in the field of civil and military 
radars. 
 
Reza Tabrizi is a friend of mine, whom I first met in Azerbaijan in 1994. 
 
I have just found out that Ksantex had three directors: Mr Seymur Ahmadov, Mr Reza Tabrizi and Mr Bob 
Stewart. 
 
Mr Seymur Ahmadov was the de facto executive director. 
 
Mr Tabrizi and Mr Stewart never played any commercial, lobbying or publicity role.  
 
At the time, in several Luxembourg companies, the names of these personalities were often put on the board 
of directors. Their work was limited to a consultancy role. 
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