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Dear Lord Patel,

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before your Committee on the prevention
and consequences of preterm birth in England earlier this month. | welcome the
Committee’s focus on this important area and look forward to your report.

This Government are committed to reducing avoidable preterm births and poor
outcomes for mothers and babies. We are determined to learn lessons from
investigations and reports on maternity and neonatal services to make sure all
women and their babies receive safe, personalised, equitable, and compassionate
care.

The Committee has asked about the enhanced developmental support and
surveillance of children born preterm as recommended in NICE guideline NG72,
applicable up to age two and, for certain children, up to age four. NHSE England are
also writing to you to provide additional information on this point.

For babies born preterm, assessment at two years of age as well as follow-ups in the
first year are the responsibility of NHS neonatal services, as stated in the NICE
guideline NG72™. The number of babies being assessed continues to improve, from
68.4% in 2020 to 74.4% in 2022 as evidenced in the National Neonatal Audit
Programme (NNAP) report which is commissioned by NHS England.

Performance against the metric can be viewed on their dashboard. 2

For the assessment at four years of age for babies born before 28 weeks’ gestation,
the NICE guideline states it is the responsibility of community paediatric services.
This is the reason that only 6.7% of neonatal units are conducting the follow ups, as
neonatal services do not have responsibility for providing them.

Community paediatric services are commissioned by Integrated Care Boards (ICBs).
Four-year checks at this enhanced level of surveillance are not routinely undertaken,
as community paediatric services are not commissioned locally to undertake them,
despite it being part of NICE Guidance. Therefore, unfortunately further data is not
available on the four-year follow-up by community services.

| recognise the value of these checks and will give careful consideration to any
recommendations you may make in this area.


https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-GB&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthsharedservice.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2Fsr-ple-pol%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F810689753fde46d186b0f828028dfb9d&wdorigin=BrowserReload&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1726240256290&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=541652A1-C040-A000-0691-07F1548024A2.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=8f909c67-e12e-a794-ff11-17837a30b0e7&usid=8f909c67-e12e-a794-ff11-17837a30b0e7&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fhealthsharedservice.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn1
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-GB&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthsharedservice.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2Fsr-ple-pol%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F810689753fde46d186b0f828028dfb9d&wdorigin=BrowserReload&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1726240256290&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=541652A1-C040-A000-0691-07F1548024A2.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=8f909c67-e12e-a794-ff11-17837a30b0e7&usid=8f909c67-e12e-a794-ff11-17837a30b0e7&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fhealthsharedservice.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn2

In terms of additional checks in place, the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory
framework (EYFS) sets the standards and requirements that all early years providers
must follow to ensure every child has the best start in life and is prepared for school.
The EYFS aims to ensure that all children have the skills and knowledge needed to
thrive. Evidence tells us that high-quality early childhood education and care has a
positive impact on outcomes in both the short and long term, particularly for the most
disadvantaged children. At the end of the academic year in which children turn 5, this
is usually reception year, each child’s level of development must be assessed
against the 17 early learning goals set out in the EYFS.

| would like to express my gratitude to the Committee again for your attention in this

important area. | look forward to reviewing your report.

All good wishes,

Gowian
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BARONESS MERRON
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