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Response to the Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Select Committee, 
Covid data inquiry: vaccination statistics 
 
 
Dear Chair, 
 
Thank you for your letter on 12 January 2021, and your congratulations for the  
COVID-19 vaccination programme reaching our 2 million vaccinations milestone. I hope 
you will be encouraged further by the fact that since writing, that total has almost tripled 
and over 6 million first doses have now been administered across the UK. 
 
The COVID-19 vaccination programme is committed to publishing clear and simple 
updates. As such I would like to assure you that we are fully considering the issues 
addressed in your letter and have provided some more information below for further 
clarity, addressing each of the points you have raised in turn.  
 
1. Please update and clarify the explanatory notes on the dashboard’s vaccination 
statistics 
 
You asked for clarification on the explanatory notes on the dashboard’s vaccination 
statistics. Since then, the explanatory notes on the Government dashboard have been 
updated to state that daily reported data for the UK includes all vaccination events that 
are entered on the relevant system at the time of extract (i.e. all data that was reported as 
of midnight the previous day in the case of England). Hence, the daily publication of 
COVID-19 vaccinations in England on the NHSE website, shows the total first and second 
doses given to date as reported by midnight on the date prior to publication. This data is 
introduced as provisional, as the statistics published are continuously revised over time. 
Any discrepancies in the daily data are corrected over the course of the week to produce 
a more statistically robust weekly dataset. Likewise, weekly data will be aggregated into 
a further robust data set when published on a monthly basis. NHSE/I and PHE, as well as 
the respective authorities in Devolved Administrations, are collaborating in order to 
provide clear and accurate data. As more robust datasets become available, they may be 
able to publish more segmented data in the future. 
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2. Please include breakdowns of data by targeted group 
 
Since 24 December, National Health Service England (NHSE) have published weekly UK-
wide data on the total number of vaccinations, and the breakdown between over and 
under 80s for England. Whilst acknowledging that data breakdowns for all 9 of the Phase 
I priority groups are not yet published, it is very much the government’s intention for the 
COVID-19 vaccine deployment programme that as more robust data becomes available 
more granular data will be published. The government is working closely with colleagues 
in the Devolved Administrations to ensure more granular data is accurate and consistent 
when published.  
 
3. Please provide local breakdowns to at least region 
 
We moved to daily data publications for the UK from 11 January, on the UK Government’s 
coronavirus dashboard, and daily regional data for England from 14 January1.  
 
4. Please include progress against targets on the website  
 
I very much agree with the need you have referenced to monitor vaccination progress 
through the data published. We are now publishing daily data and weekly more detailed 
breakdowns and as the COVID-19 vaccine deployment programme progresses the 
intention is that a fuller picture on the progress of the programme from an epidemiological 
perspective will be produced and published regularly. 
 
 
Bringing data together from across the UK 
 
The UK government dashboard published by PHE on behalf of the Health family is a daily 
collection of UK wide data published by the respective authorities of England and 
Devolved Administrations. By publishing the COVID-19 vaccination data here, this follows 
the current process in place for other COVID-19 statistical data releases, including UK 
level statistics on deaths, testing, hospital admissions and other key statistics of public 
interest. The ambition is for this data to become more granular as the UK COVID-19 
vaccine deployment programme progresses. 
 
I trust this letter addresses the concerns raised and I remain available to provide any 
further clarification required. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

NADHIM ZAHAWI MP 
Minister for COVID Vaccine Deployment 

Minister for Business and Industry 

 
1 https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/ 
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