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The Formal Minutes of a select committee record its formal proceedings and decisions.
They include:

· the names of the members who attended (all or part of) each meeting of the Committee;
· declarations of members' interests;
· details of written and oral evidence reported to the House by the Committee;
· any other formal decisions taken by the committee (recorded as 'orders' or 'resolutions'), for example to begin an inquiry, to report evidence to the House, to make a visit or to appoint a specialist adviser; and
· visits made by the Committee.

When the Committee publishes a Report, the Formal Minutes relating to consideration of the draft Report are published with the Report itself, and are not included in this document. You can find these reports on the Committee's webpages.
For more information about Formal Minutes, see Erskine May paragraph 38.26.

Transcripts of oral evidence taken in public by the Committee are available on the Committee's webpages.
Attendance statistics for members of the Committee are available on the Committee's webpages.
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[bookmark: _Hlk126226725]Tuesday 14 November 2023
Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 
1. Declaration of interests

The Chair declared her interests, in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992 (see Appendix).
2. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.
3. Recent developments
[bookmark: _Hlk129089515]
The Committee considered this matter.
4. Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards update

The Committee considered this matter.

Resolved, That the Committee take oral evidence from the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards on his Annual Report for 2022-23.


5. Digital Imprints

The Committee considered this matter.
6. All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

The Committee considered this matter.
7. Digitisation of the Register

The Committee considered this matter.
8. Mr Marcus Fysh

The Committee considered this matter.
9. Rishi Sunak

The Committee considered this matter.
10. Mr Peter Bone

The Committee considered this matter.
11. Scott Benton

The Committee considered this matter.
12. Stephen Flynn

The Committee considered this matter.
13. Evidence reported for publication

The Committee considered this matter.

Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

House of Commons standards landscape:

Professor Robert Hazell, The Constitution Unit, UCL [LAN0001]
Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL) [LAN0002]
Independent Expert Panel [LAN0003]
Caroline Nottage [LAN0004]
Centre Think Tank [LAN0005]
Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards [LAN0006]
Transparency International UK [LAN0007]
Full Fact [LAN0008]
Institute for Government [LAN0009]
Electoral Commission [LAN0010]
House of Commons Cultural Transformation Team [LAN0011]
Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) [LAN0012]
Compliance Officer for IPSA [LAN0013]
Independent Complaints and Grievance Scheme (ICGS) [LAN0014]

Mr Marcus Fysh 

Correspondence from Mr Marcus Fysh to the Interim Chair dated 28 September 2023
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 28 November 2023 at 9.45 am.
Tuesday 28 November 2023
Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

Ordered, That, pursuant to Standing Order No. 150, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attend the meeting.

The Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attended accordingly.

The Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests and the Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, also attended.

1. Digital register demonstration

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

3. Recent developments

The Committee considered this matter.

4. Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards update

The Committee considered this matter.

5. All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

The Committee considered this matter.

6. Deletion of messages 

The Committee considered this matter.

7. Evidence reported for publication

The Committee considered this matter.

Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

House of Commons standards landscape:

FDA and Prospect [LAN0016]

8. Future programme 

The Committee considered this matter.




9. Individual case (Stephen Flynn)

The Committee considered this matter.

Draft Report (Stephen Flynn), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.   

The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the First Report of the Committee, HC 348.

Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 12 December 2023 at 9.45 am.
Tuesday 12 December 2023

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

Ordered, That, pursuant to Standing Order No. 150, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attend the meeting.

The Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attended accordingly.

The Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests and the Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, also attended.

1. Declaration of interests

Philip Dunne and Sir Michael Ellis declared their interests, in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992 (see Appendix).

2. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

3. Work of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 

Daniel Greenberg CB, Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, Helen Reid, Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, and James Davies, Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, gave oral evidence in public. 

3. Individual case (Scott Benton)

The Committee considered this matter.

Draft Report (Scott Benton), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.   

The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Second Report of the Committee, HC 413.

5. Future programme 

The Committee considered this matter.

Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 16 January 2023 at 9.45 am.
Tuesday 16 January 2024

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

Ordered, That, pursuant to Standing Order No. 150, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attend the meeting.

The Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attended accordingly.

The Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests and the Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, also attended.

1. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter.
3. Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards update

The Committee considered this matter.

4. Inquiry into conduct of Scott Benton MP: allegations of leak from the Committee

The Committee considered this matter.

5. Evidence reported for publication

The Committee considered this matter.

Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

House of Commons standards landscape:

Compassion in Politics [LAN0018]
HM Government [LAN0019]
Caroline Lucas MP [LAN0020]
Emma Woods [LAN0022] 

6. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee considered this matter.

7. Future programme 

The Committee considered this matter.

Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 23 January 2023 at 9.45 am.
Tuesday 23 January 2024 (morning sitting)

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

1. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter.

3. House of Commons Commission’s proposals on risk-based exclusion 

The Committee considered this matter.

4. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee deliberated.

Lieutenant General (retired) Doug Chalmers CB DSO OBE, Chair, Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL) and Professor Gillian Peele, Independent Member, CSPL, gave oral evidence in public (10:15am).

Thea Walton, Director, Independent Complaints and Grievance Scheme (ICGS) and Lucinda Maer, Director, House of Commons Cultural Transformation Team, gave oral evidence in public (11:15am).

Adjournment

Adjourned till this day at 1.45 pm.
Tuesday 23 January 2024 (afternoon sitting)

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

1. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee deliberated.

Richard Lloyd OBE, Chair of the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority, Louise Edwards, Director of Regulation and Digital Transformation, Electoral Commission, and John Pullinger CB, Chair of the Electoral Commission, gave oral evidence in public. 

Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 24 January at 8.50 am.
Wednesday 24 January 2024 (morning sitting)

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

1. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee deliberated.

Professor Robert Hazell CBE, Professor of Government and the Constitution, University College London (UCL) Constitution Unit, Dr Hannah White OBE, Director, Institute for Government, Daniel Bruce, CEO, Transparency International UK, and Professor Meg Russell, Professor of British and Comparative Politics and Director of the UCL Constitution Unit, gave oral evidence in public (9:15 am).

Rt Hon Simon Hart MP, Government Chief Whip, Rt Hon Sir Alan Campbell MP, Shadow Chief Whip, and Owen Thompson MP, Scottish National Party Chief Whip, gave oral evidence in private (10:15 am).

Adjournment

Adjourned till this day at 2.30 pm.
Wednesday 24 January 2024 (afternoon sitting)

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Mehmuda Mian
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

1. Future programme 

The Committee considered this matter.
 
2. House of Commons standards landscape 

Rt Hon Sir Graham Brady MP, Chair of the 1922 Committee, John Cryer MP, Chair of the Parliamentary Labour Party, and Deidre Brock MP, Convener, Scottish National Party Westminster Group, gave oral evidence in private. 

Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 6 February at 9.45am.

Tuesday 6 February 2024 (morning sitting)
 
Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Carys Williams 
 
1. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter. 

3. External jobs

The Committee considered this matter. 

4. Scott Benton MP

The Committee considered this matter. 

5. Evidence reported for publication 

The Committee considered this matter. 
 
Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication: 
 
House of Commons standards landscape: 

Paula Keaveney, Senior Lecturer in Politics, Edge Hill University [LAN0023]
Professor Robert Hazell CBE, Constitution Unit, UCL [LAN0024] 
Independent Complaints and Grievance Scheme [LAN0025]
Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority [LAN0026]
 
6. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee deliberated.
 
Dave Penman, General Secretary, FDA and Mike Clancy, General Secretary, Prospect, gave oral evidence in public (10:15am).
 
Rt Hon Penny Mordaunt MP, Leader of the House, and Alex Burghart MP, Parliamentary Secretary at the Cabinet Office, gave oral evidence in public (11:15am).
 
Adjournment

Adjourned till this day at 1.45 pm.
 
Tuesday 6 February 2024 (afternoon sitting)
 
Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Carys Williams 
 
1. House of Commons standards landscape 
 
The Committee deliberated.

Daniel Greenberg CB, Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards and James Davies, Registrar for Members’ Financial Interests, gave oral evidence in public. 
 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 27 February at 9.45 am.
 
Tuesday 27 February 2024

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne 
Sir Michael Ellis
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

Ordered, That, pursuant to Standing Order No. 150, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attend the meeting. 

The Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards attended accordingly.

The Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, and the Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests also attended.

1. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter. 

3. Digital imprints  

The Committee considered this matter. 

4. Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards monthly update

The Committee considered this matter. 

5. Legal adviser

Ordered, That Rt Hon Sir Ernest Ryder be re-appointed as a legal adviser to the Committee under the provisions of Standing Order No.149(7)(c).

6. Evidence reported for publication

Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication: 

House of Commons standards landscape: 

HM Government [LAN0027]
Douglas Chalmers, Chair, Committee on Standards in Public Life [LAN0028] 

7. House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee considered this matter. 

8. Future programme 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 

Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 19 March 9.45 am.
 
Tuesday 23 April 2024

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Philip Dunne
Sir Michael Ellis
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Victoria Smith
Dr David Stirling 
Carys Williams 

The Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests and the Senior Investigations and Complaints Manager, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, attended the meeting.

1. Informal minutes

The Committee considered this matter.

2. Recent developments

The Committee considered this matter.

3. Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards update

The Committee considered this matter. 

4. The House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee considered this matter.

5. Future Programme 

The Committee considered this matter.

Adjournment

Adjourned till a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.

Thursday 23 May 2024

Members present:

Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair 
Allan Dorans
Philip Dunne
Sir Francis Habgood
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Dr Michael Maguire
Mehmuda Mian
Dr Rose Marie Parr 
Carys Williams 
The Registrar of Members’ Financial Interests, Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, attended the meeting.

1. Committee process in relation to individual case (Rt Hon Bob Stewart MP) 

The Committee considered this matter.

2. The House of Commons standards landscape 

The Committee considered this matter. 

Draft Report (House of Commons standards landscape: how MP’s standards and conduct are regulated), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.    

The draft Report (the House of Commons standards landscape: how MPs’ standards and conduct are regulated) was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Third Report of the Committee, HC 247. 

3 Evidence reported for publication

Ordered, that the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication: 

House of Commons standards landscape: 

Letter from the Leader of the House of Commons to the Chair of the Committee on Standards, dated 20 March 2024
Note from the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards to the Chair of the Committee on Standards, dated 26 March 2024

Adjournment

The Committee adjourned.


Appendix: Declarations of interest by members of the Committee and specialist advisers
(i) Elected members of the Committee

Ms Harriet Harman

Gifts, benefits and hospitality from UK sources

Name of donor: Glyndebourne Productions Ltd
Address of donor: Glyndebourne, Lewes BN8 5UU
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: One ticket with hospitality for the first night of Glyndebourne Festival 2023, value £360
Date received: 19 May 2023
Date accepted: 19 May 2023
Donor status: company, registration 00358266
(Registered 24 May 2023)

Land and property portfolio: (i) value over £100,000 and/or (ii) giving rental income of over £10,000 a year

From 12 May 2022, house in Suffolk: (i). I owned a share in this property prior to 12 May 2022. (Updated 01 July 2022)
From 3 April 2023, a residential flat in London: (i) and (ii). (Registered 24 April 2023)

Miscellaneous

From 29 June 2023, Chair of the Fawcett Society, a charity campaigning for gender equality and human rights. This is an unpaid role. (Registered 03 July 2023)
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