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Dear Penny,
Sifting Committee for International Agreements

The Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee have published the
response it recently received from the Government to its report Parliamentary Scrutiny
of International Agreements in the 21st Century. In its response, the Government said
it was a matter for the House of Commons to consider whether to establish a sifting
committee, building on the example of the House of Lords International Agreements
Committee. The Government’s response also cited comparable systems in Australia
and New Zealand.

The Government response welcomed the creation of the House of Lords’ International
Agreements Committee (IAC). | would therefore like to ask for the assessment that the
Government has made of its interactions with the IAC throughout this Parliament. Such
an assessment will help to inform the discussion around the merits of establishing a
similar House of Commons committee. Furthermore, although the creation of a
Commons committee is a matter for the House of Commons, such a change would
require Parliamentary time and government support to deliver. Therefore, the view of
the Government of this proposal is crucial as to whether there is merit in proceeding
down this route.

| would appreciate a reply with such an assessment by 11 June. | am copying this
letter to the Chairs of the Liaison, Procedure and the Business and Trade Committees.
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