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UKG Response to NIAC Report on Health Funding 

 
Dear Simon, 
 
I welcome this report from the Committee which usefully shines a light on key issues               
facing health and social care provision in Northern Ireland.  
 
I note the content of your report and the recommendations for the Department of              
Health and the UK Government. Now that the NI Executive has been restored, it will               
be for the Executive’s health minister to consider how best to take forward the              
recommendations on these devolved issues. 
 
However, the Committee raised two recommendations to which I, as Secretary of            
State, would still like to respond. My response to each of these is provided below. 
 
I greatly appreciate the work of the Committee in reviewing the key funding issues              
affecting health and social care provision in Northern Ireland. I look forward to the NI               
Assembly making decisions to ensure the transformation and effective delivery of           
these vital services for the people of Northern Ireland.  
 
I look forward to continuing to engage fully and constructively with the Committee in              
the months ahead. 
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UKG Response to NIAC Report on Health Funding 
 
 

Recommendation 1 
If an Executive is not in place by the end of this year, the UK Government                
should work with the Department of Health and the Department of Finance to             
secure a multi-year funding settlement ring-fenced for transformation.  
 
The UK Government fully supports the transformation of health and social care in             
Northern Ireland and has provided £200m over the last two years to progress its              
delivery. As part of the New Decade, New Approach Agreement, the UK            
Government has provided around ​£245m to support the transformation of public           
services, including health and social care. 
 
As Secretary of State, I do not have the authority to direct spend on devolved               
matters.  
 
 
Recommendation 2 
Following consultation between the Department of Health, the HSC Trusts and           
the community and voluntary sectors to determine budget priorities, the UK           
Government should work with the Department of Health and the Department of            
Finance to produce three-year minimum budget allocations. This should be          
implemented from the next budget. 
 
I recognise the concerns highlighted in the Committee’s report relating to the annual             
commissioning and budgetary cycle. The report’s findings are clear that long-term           
financial planning and commissioning would support long-term strategic planning         
and service transformation. 
 
The Northern Ireland budget is a devolved matter for which the Department of             
Finance has responsibility. I have no power to direct how the NI Civil Service              
Departments allocate their funding. 
 
It is a matter for the NI Executive to consider allocations for the Department of               
Health. 
 
 


