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House of Commons Committee of Privileges
Formal Minutes

Session 2019-21



Tuesday 19 May 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Declaration of interests

Members declared their interests, in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992 (see Appendix).

Alberto Costa declared an interest as a Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Law Officers.
2. Election of Chair

Chris Bryant was called to the Chair.
3. Confidentiality and privilege

The Committee considered this matter.
4. Procedural and administrative matters

Resolved, That witnesses who submit written evidence to the Committee are authorised to publish it on their own account in accordance with Standing Order No. 135, subject always to the discretion of the Chair or where the Committee otherwise orders. 
Resolved, That the Chair be given the following delegations: 
· engaging in correspondence on Committee matters which is not sufficiently significant to require approval by the Committee or is of a routine nature;
· arranging informal meetings in Westminster on matters relating to the Committee’s remit (for example, with visiting parliamentarians);
· amending the timing of Committee meetings, where necessary;
· authorising the issue of press notices about forthcoming evidence sessions, new inquiries and reports.
Resolved, That in the absence of the Chair, Sir Bernard Jenkin will take the Chair of the Committee. 
5. Select committees and contempt:

Resolved, That the Committee resume its inquiry into the matter of Privilege referred to it on 27 October 2016 regarding the exercise and enforcement of the powers of the House in relation to select committees and contempts.

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment
 
Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
TUESDAY 14 JULY 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

Daniel Greenberg (SCC0021)
Sir Malcolm Jack (supplementary) (SCC0022)
Paul Evans (SCC0023)

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment 

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

Michael Stern, former Counsel to the US Congress (SCC0024)
Lord Judge (SCC0025)

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.

TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

Tom Tugendhat MP, Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee (SCC0026)
Rt Hon Mel Stride MP, Chair of the Treasury Committee (SCC0027)
Rt Hon Philip Dunne, Chair of the Environmental Audit Committee (SCC0028)

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to 13 October 2020
TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Mark Fletcher
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:

Huw Merriman MP, Chair of the Transport Committee (SCC0029)
Daniel Greenberg (supplementary) (SCC00030)
Professor Tom Hickman QC and Harry Balfour-Lynn (SCC0031)

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to 3 November 2020.
TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to 17 November 2020.

TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Declaration of interests

The Chair amended his declaration of interests of 19 May 2020 (For details, see Appendix).

2. Select committees and contempt:

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2020
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2021
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
TUESDAY 27 APRIL 2021
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Chris Elmore
Mark Fletcher
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Anne McLaughlin
1. Select committees and contempt:

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:
Australia House of Representatives (evidence from the Clerk) (SCC0032)
Australian Senate (evidence from the Clerk) (SCC0033)
Canada (Library of Parliament) (SCC0034)
Canada (House of Commons) (SCC0035)
Canada (Senate) (SCC0036)
European Parliament (SCC0037)
France (Senate) (SCC0038)
Germany (Bundestag) (SCC0039)
Ireland (Houses of the Oireachtas) (SCC0040)
Israel Knesset (SCC0041)
New Zealand (evidence from the Clerk) (SCC0042)
Northern Ireland Assembly (SCC0043)
Scottish Parliament (SCC0044)

Draft Report (Select committees and contempts: clarifying and strengthening powers to call for persons, papers and records), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.
The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the First Report of the Committee, HC 350.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.


APPENDIX 1: REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ FINANCIAL INTERESTS AS AT 2 MARCH 2020

Bryant, Chris (Rhondda) 
1. Employment and earnings 
14 August 2019, received £8,200 from Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP, as an advance for a new book. Hours: impossible to calculate. (Registered 05 September 2019) 
6 March 2020, received £7,600 from Mother Pictures Ltd, Biscuit Building, 10 Redchurch Street, London E2 7DD, via United Agents, 12-26 Lexington Street, London W1F 0LE, for the rights to make a television series based on my forthcoming book. Hours: no additional hours. (Registered 13 March 2020)
Carter, Andy (Warrington South)
1. Employment and earnings
Director of Shoebridge (2006) Ltd, an import agency. Address: the Old Rectory, Main Street, Leicester LE3 8DG. I receive no salary for this role but until further notice I have a company car with an annual value of approx. of £6,000 and receive health insurance cover with an annual value of approx. £600. Hours: 20 hrs a month. (Registered 11 January 2020)
2. (a) Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly via a central party organisation
Name of donor: Foxglove Solutions Ltd
Address of donor: Stonecroft, Firs Lane, Appleton WA4 5LD Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £7,000 Donor status: company, registration 08520456
(Registered 11 January 2020)
Name of donor: United & Cecil
Address of donor: Penderel House, 283-288 High Holborn, London WC1V 7HF Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500
Donor status: unincorporated association (Registered 11 January 2020)
Name of donor: United & Cecil
Address of donor: Penderel House, 283-288 High Holborn, London WC1V 7HF Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £1,000
Donor status: unincorporated association (Registered 11 January 2020)
6. Land and property portfolio: (i) value over £100,000 and/or (ii) giving rental income of over £10,000 a year
House in Bridgend County Borough: (i). (Registered 11 January 2020)
7. (i) Shareholdings: over 15% of issued share capital
Shoebridge Ltd; import agency. (Registered 11 January 2020)
8. Miscellaneous
Magistrate (unremunerated) on the Merseyside Bench. (Registered 11 January 2020)
Trustee/Director (unremunerated) of TBAP Multi Academy Trust. (Registered 11 January 2020)

Costa, Alberto (South Leicestershire)
1. Employment and earnings
From 1 October 2015 until 18 July 2019, Consultant Solicitor with Nicholas Woolf and Co. Solicitors, 87 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1ET. I received £834 per month. Hours: up to 4 hrs per week. (Registered 22 October 2015; updated 23 July 2019)
2. (a) Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly via a central party organisation
Name of donor: British Italian Conservatives
Address of donor: c/o Tratos UK Ltd, Baird House, 15-17 St Cross Street, London
EC1N 8UW
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £4,000
Donor status: unincorporated association
(Registered 31 October 2019)
Name of donor: Maurizio Bragagni Address of donor: private
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,000 for my election campaign
Donor status: individual
(Registered 04 November 2019; updated 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Mrs Heather Craven Address of donor: private
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,000 Donor status: individual
(Registered 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Mr Robert Woods Address of donor: private
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £7,500 Donor status: individual
(Registered 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Mr Robert Woods Address of donor: private
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £5,000 Donor status: individual
(Registered 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Mr Constantine Logothetis Address of donor: private
Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,500, received in seven instalments of £500
Donor status: individual (Registered 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Craven Builders Limited
Address of donor: Misterton Hall, Misterton, Lutterworth LE17 4JP Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £10,000 Donor status: company, registration 00327397
(Registered 23 December 2019)
Name of donor: Flowidea Limited
Address of donor: Arbuthnot House, 7 Wilson Street, London EC2M 2SN Amount of donation, or nature and value if donation in kind: £5,000 Donor status: company, registration 02463564
(Registered 23 December 2019)
4. Visits outside the UK
Name of donor: APPG on Italy
Address of donor: c/o House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
Estimate of the probable value (or amount of any donation): for myself and a staff member, Eurostar ticket change and upgrade (£394); for the staff member, return Eurostar ticket (£292.70) and hotel costs (£166) ; total value £852.70
Destination of visit: Brussels
Dates of visit: 18-19 July 2019
Purpose of visit: To lead British Parliamentary Emergency Taskforce on Citizens’
Rights at a meeting with Michel Barnier, the EU Chief Negotiator, at the European Union Commission in Brussels.
(Registered 23 July 2019)
6. Land and property portfolio: (i) value over £100,000 and/or (ii) giving rental income of over £10,000 a year
Flats in Glasgow and London, the latter owned jointly with my wife: (i) and (from June 2016) (ii). (Registered 02 June 2015; updated 28 June 2016 and 11 October 2016)
8. Miscellaneous
From 18 July 2019, non-practising solicitor in England and Wales; member of the Law Society of England and Wales. (Registered 22 October 2015; updated 23 July 2019)
From 31 October 2016, non-practising solicitor and notary public in Scotland. (Registered 22 October 2015; updated 9 November 2016)
9. Family members employed and paid from parliamentary expenses
I employ my spouse, Dr Maria Costa, as part-time Office Manager. (Registered 20
April 2016)

Elmore, Chris (Ogmore) 

2. (a) Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly via a central party organisation 

Name of donor: Unite the Union Address of donor: Unite House, 128 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8TN Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,000 for the General Election campaign Donor status: trade union (Registered 09 January 2020) 
Name of donor: USDAW Address of donor: 188 Wilmslow Road, Fallowfield, Manchester M14 6LJ Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,000 for the General Election campaign Donor status: trade union (Registered 09 January 2020) 
Name of donor: GMB Wales and South West Region Address of donor: Garley House, 17 Newport Road, Cardiff CF21 0TB Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £4,000 for the General Election campaign Donor status: trade union (Registered 09 January 2020) 
8. Miscellaneous 
Minor interest in a house in Caerphilly County Borough area owned by two members of my family. (Registered 06 June 2016) 
I am the unpaid Chair of Barry YMCA Board of Management. (Registered 06 June 2016)

Fletcher, Mark (Bolsover)

2. (a) Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly
via a central party organisation
Name of donor: J C Bamford Excavators Ltd
Address of donor: Lakeside Works, Denstone Road, Rocester ST14 5JP Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,500  Donor status: company, registration 00561597
(Registered 09 January 2020)
Name of donor: Lord Dolar Popat Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,000  Donor status: individual
(Registered 09 January 2020)
Name of donor: The Derbyshire Hotel Derby Ltd
Address of donor: Monument House, 215 Marsh Road, Pinner HA5 5NE Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,500  Donor status: company, registration 06291448
(Registered 09 January 2020)
Name of donor: Mark J Bamford  Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £5,000  Donor status: individual
(Registered 09 January 2020)
Name of donor: Dukehill Services Ltd
Address of donor: T J Richardson & Sons Ltd, 100 Dudley Road East, Oldbury B69 3DY
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £4,000  Donor status: company, registration 06317947
(Registered 09 January 2020)
Name of donor: D Contracts Ltd
Address of donor: Charter Buildings, 9 Ashton Lane, Sale M33 6WT Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500  Donor status: company, registration 07371646
(Registered 09 January 2020)

Jenkin, Sir Bernard (Harwich and North Essex)
1. Employment and earnings
Payments from Aros Corporation Limited, 112 Eversleigh Road, London SW11 5XB, (formerly Envoy Media, 11 Grosvenor Crescent, London SW1X 7EE), for regular column in Diplomat Magazine. Two hours work per month:
Payment of £325 expected for an article written on 20 March 2019. Hours: 2 hrs. (Registered 25 March 2019)
Payment of £325 expected for an article written on 20 June 2019. Hours: 2 hrs. (Registered 11 July 2019)
Payment of £325 expected for an article written on 2 September 2019. Hours: 2 hrs. (Registered 03 September 2019)
Payment of £325 expected for an article written on 21 October 2019. Hours: 2 hrs. (Registered 25 October 2019)
Payment of £325 expected for an article written on 24 January 2020. Hours: 2 hrs. (Registered 03 February 2020)
2. (a) Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly via a central party organisation

Name of donor: Flowidea Ltd
Address of donor: Arbuthnot House, 7 Wilson Street, London EC2Y 9AR 
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: company, registration 02463564
(Registered 06 January 2020)

Name of donor: Edward Atkin CBE
Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,000 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Capt Richard Coolen Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,000 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Dr Peter Cruddas Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £5,000
Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Patrick Dalby Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,000 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Flying Trade Limited
Address of donor: Europa House, Europa Way, Harwich CO12 4PT Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: company, registration 02285142
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Adrian R B Johnson Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Gerald Kaye Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Katie J Potts Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Jon Moynihan OBE Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £2,500 Donor status: individual
(Registered 06 January 2020)
Name of donor: Jon Moynihan OBE Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: hosting of fundraising dinner, value £4,131
Donor status: individual (Registered 10 January 2020)
Name of donor: Pietas Limited
Address of donor: 9 Great Chesterford Court, London Road, Great Chesterford CB10 1PF
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: hosting of fundraising dinner, value £2,879.31
Donor status: company, registration 03988618
(Registered 10 January 2020)

3. Gifts, benefits and hospitality from UK sources
Name of doner: Richard Matthews
Address of donor: private
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: day’s shooting, approx. value £1,500
Date received: 31 January 2020 
Date accepted: 31 January 2020
Donor status: individual
(Registered 02 March 2020) 
6. Land and property portfolio: (i) value over £100,000 and/or (ii) giving rental income of over £10,000 a year
Rental income from lodgers at my main home in London: (i) and (ii).

McLaughlin, Anne (Glasgow North East)
8. Miscellaneous
Board Member (unpaid) of Flag Up Scotland, Jamaica, a voluntary project that aims to develop a closer partnership between both nations. (Registered 11 January
2020)
APPENDIX 2: AMENDMENTS TO DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
17 November 2020
Chris Bryant amended his declaration of interests of 12 May 2020 as follows:
Along with For the Citizens Ltd (known as The Citizens) and three other MPs, since 19 October 2020 I have been party to judicial review proceedings crowdfunded through The Citizens, The Old Workshop, 1 Ecclesall Road South, Sheffield, S11 9PA. (Registered 27 October 2020)
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