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�l_, 1, April 2020

Thank you for your letter dated 31 st of January 2020 regarding the Select Committee on Citizenship 
and Civic Engagement report The Ties that Bind: Citizenship and Civic Engagement in the 21st 

Century. Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding to your letter. 

This Government's vision is for a country confident in its own identity and values, where we trust 
people and communities to take the decisions that are right for them. Our manifesto sets out the 
range of ways in which we will place power in the hands of people and communities, to improve the 
lives of all. 

In your letter, you raise four specific aspects of the Select Committee report, published in April 2018. 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has engaged with the Department for 
Education (DfE); the Home Office (HO); Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS); and 
Cabinet Office, Economic and Domestic Affairs Secretariat (EDS) in responding to these. 

1. A Single cross-Government champion

In your letter you make reference to the Safe and Integrated Communities. Inter-Ministerial Group 
(IMG). The IMG has coordinated the work of a number of departments to deliver on the commitments 
in the Integrated Communities Action Plan, including the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government; Home Office; Department for Education; Department for Culture, Media and Sport; 
Department for Work and Pensions; and Ministry of Justice 

Following the General Election of 2019, the Government is considering what governance 
arrangements will best ensure we deliver the commitments made in the 2019 Conservative manifesto 
- to build a country that has confidence in its own identity and values, and where the Government
trusts people and communities to make the decisions that are right for them.

2. Education in Citizenship

Ofsted's new education inspection framework, which came into effect in September 2019, has a 
strong emphasis on ensuring schools provide a broad and rich curriculum for all their pupils. That 
means the full national curriculum, which of course includes citizenship, or in the case of academies, 
a curriculum similar in breadth and ambition. While inspectors will not report separately on each 








