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PACAC Inquiry into Membership of the House of Lords 

Thank you for your letter of 26 June about the Public Administration and Constitutional 
Affairs Committee's recently announced inquiry. 

In preparing its Terms of Reference, the Committee carefully considered their scope and 
is alive to the constitutional matters and positions at issue. The membership of the 
House of Lords is an important element of the UK constitutional system, the scrutiny of 
which is a key aspect of my Committee's remit. 

Our Terms of Reference are designed to allow a discussion of the relevant matters at a 
systemic level; we are not intending to focus on details of the day-to-day operation of 
the House of Lords or of proceedings in your House. The matters we have listed are of 
significant public interest and are intended to prompt wide-ranging public 
contributions and debate. I should add that it is not unprecedented for our Committee, 
or predecessor Committees of the House of Commons, to examine such matters. 

We encourage and welcome submissions from all interested stakeholders, including of 
course Members of the Lords, in order that we can hear the widest range of views 

possible during our inquiry. 

I hope this has provided sufficient reassurance to you and your colleagues. 

William Wragg MP 
Chair, Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee 
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