
SPEAKER’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WORKS OF ART

Note of the meeting held on Wednesday 18 January 2023 at 5.00pm in the Macmillan Room [INF06]

	Members present:	
	Dean Russell (Chair)
Simon Baynes
Sarah Champion
Sally-Ann Hart
Barbara Keeley


	In attendance:	
	Dr Katy Barrett, Deputy Chief Curator
Lord Faulkner of Worcester, Chair of the Lord Speaker’s Panel on Works of Art
Emma Gormley, Curator
Melissa Hamnett, Chief Curator of Works of Art and Director of Heritage Collections
Sean Harris, Committee Secretariat
Lorcan O’Donoghue, Media Officer
Ed Potton, Secretary
Grace Saull, Engagement Manager
Sileas Wood, Curator


1) Informal Note 
Matters arising
The Committee noted the following items considered by correspondence after November’s meeting:
· The approval of two displays on the Glass Wall in Portcullis House (a Works of Art new acquisitions display, and another organised by the Speaker’s Office).
· An update on the Speaker’s State Coach and its return from loan.
· The display of artworks arranged for the South Africa State Visit.
· The St Mary’s Baptistery conservation programme.
The Committee agreed the informal note of the meeting on 14 December 2022.
2) Financial statement 
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2022–23
Melissa Hamnett, Director of Heritage Collections and Chief Curator of Works of Art, briefed the Committee. 
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Ms Hamnett reported that the Committee had spent its budget for the current financial year. 

Decision
The Committee noted the Financial Statement.
3) Women’s History Month 2023 lecture 
Grace Saull, Engagement Manager, briefed the Committee. The proposed theme for the Women’s History Month 2023 lecture, which would be held on 27 March in the Jubilee Room, was Millicent Garrett Fawcett and artist Annie Louisa Swynnerton. Two academics would be invited to speak on the artist and sitter.
[In the absence of the Chair, Simon Baynes was called to the Chair]
Decision
The Committee agreed: 
· the proposed subject of the 2023 lecture;
· for the curators to approach the relevant academics who would give the lecture; and
· the proposed format of the talk.
3) Loan renewals 
Sileas Wood, Curator, presented a list of artworks that were due for renewal and invited the Committee to approve the renewal of the loans each for a period of five years.
Decision
The Committee agreed the loan renewals.
4) Incidents affecting works of art
Melissa Hamnett, Director of Heritage Collections and Chief Curator of Works of Art, provided an update. There had been 11 recorded incidents affecting the Heritage Collections in the last quarter Three artworks had required conservation, while four items from the Historic Furniture collection and 24 artworks had to be deinstalled to prevent damage. These demonstrated the prevailing challenges in managing and protecting Parliament’s collections.
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
4) Collections care update
Melissa Hamnett, Director of Heritage Collections and Chief Curator of Works of Art, provided the following updates:
· In December a painting by Glyn Philpot in St Stephen’s Hall was damaged. The artwork was deinstalled and sent to a specialist conservator the weekend before the meeting. This provided a unique opportunity to understand and go through the complex process of deinstalling the paintings in St Stephen’s in advance of Restoration and Renewal as this had not been done in recent memory. It was expected that the painting would be reinstalled by March. 
· It was hoped that the reglazing of two of the paintings trialled in the East Corridor would be completed in March. The Heritage Collections Team could then look at how this might be rolled out to two more paintings in the next financial year.
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
6) Bust of Charles James Fox
Emma Gormley, Curator, provided an update on plans to swap the location of the bust of Charles James Fox by Richard Westmacott in the telephone lobby near the Members’ Staircase with the Vulliamy regulator (an object from the Historic Furniture and Decorative Arts Collection) which was formerly displayed on the staircase and would be returning from conservation. The bust would be placed on the staircase. 
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
6) Any other business
Heritage Collections Monthly Highlights Report 
The Committee noted the Heritage Collections Monthly Highlights Report for December.
7) Date and time of the next meeting
The Committee will next meet on Wednesday 22 February at 5.00pm. 
Sean Harris
Committee Secretariat
January 2023

