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SPEAKER’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WORKS OF ART

Note of the meeting held on 24 May 2022 at 2.00pm in the Thatcher Room [INF 01]

	Members present:	
	Simon Baynes (in the Chair)
Patrick Grady
Sally-Ann Hart


	In attendance:	
	Dr Katy Barrett, Deputy Curator
Baroness Bonham-Carter, Lords Works of Art Panel
Melissa Hamnett, Chief Curator of Works of Art and Director of Heritage Collections
Sean Harris, Committee Secretariat
Lorcan O’Donoghue, Media Officer
Edward Potton, Secretary
Sileas Wood, Assistant Curator



In the absence of the Chair, Simon Baynes was called to the Chair.
1) Informal Note 
The Committee agreed the informal note of the meeting on 26 April 2022.
2) Financial statement
Dr Katy Barrett, Deputy Curator, briefed the Committee.
Decision
The Committee noted the Financial Statement.
4) Works of Art Annual Report 2021/22 
Ed Potton, Secretary to the Committee, briefed the Committee.
The Chair asked if the report could be circulated more widely among Members for interest. It was noted that an update could be included in the fortnightly Bulletin issued by the Chair of the Administration Committee.
Decision
The Committee:
· agreed the annual report for 2021/22 for submission to the Finance Committee and for publication on its website; and
· noted the statement of account (as at 31 March 2022).
4) Potential acquisition: John Reyntiens print 
Dr Katy Barrett, Deputy Curator, briefed the Committee on the potential gift of ‘Timeless’, a print offered by artist John Reyntiens to mark the completion of the refurbishment of the Elizabeth Tower.
Decision
The Committee agreed to accept the gift.
4) Inward loan renewals 
Sileas Wood, Assistant Curator, briefed the Committee on two loan agreements.
Decision
The Committee agreed to renew both loans for a period of three years.
6) Verbal updates
a) Outward loan request
Melissa Hamnett, Director of Heritage Collections and Chief Curator, briefed the Committee on an outward loan request.
Decision
The Committee agreed to the loan request.
b) Heritage Collections website project completion
Melissa Hamnett, Director of Heritage Collections and Chief Curator, reported that the project to develop and deliver a new Heritage Collections website had been completed. With the active development of the website complete, it would now become part of the Heritage Collections Team’s ‘business as usual’ with a focus on improving the user experience, data and content enrichment.
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
6) Any other business
Monthly highlights report  
The Committee noted the Heritage Collections monthly highlights report for April.
6) Tour of Portcullis House
The Committee was then taken on a tour of the artwork collection on the first floor of Portcullis House.
7) Date and time of the next meeting
The Committee will next meet on Wednesday 22 June at 5.00pm.
Sean Harris
 Committee Secretariat 
May 2022
