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SPEAKER’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WORKS OF ART

Note of the meeting held on 14 September 2021 at 4.30pm in Committee Room 13 [INF04]


	Members present:	
	Hywel Williams (Chair)
Simon Baynes
Sarah Champion
Sally-Ann Hart
Barbara Keeley
Gagan Mohindra
Caroline Nokes

	
	

	In attendance:	
	Baroness Bonham-Carter of Yarnbury, Lord Speaker’s Panel on Works of Art
Melissa Hamnett, Curator of Works of Art and Head of Heritage Collections
Lorcan O’Donoghue, Media Officer
Edward McCarthy, Secretary to the Lord Speaker’s Panel on Works of Art
Grace Saull, Assistant Curator
Melanie Unwin, Deputy Curator
Sileas Wood, Assistant Curator


1) Informal Note 
The Committee agreed the informal note of the meeting on 13 July 2021.
2) Financial statement 
Melissa Hamnett, Head of Heritage Collections and Curator of Works of Art, briefed the Committee.
Ms Hamnett reported that the statement had been updated to reflect the Committee’s acquisition of a copy of the print ‘Division’ by Adam Dant.
Decision
The Committee noted the financial statement.
3) Election Artist update  
Melissa Hamnett, Head of Heritage Collections and Curator of Works of Art, briefed the Committee.
Ms Hamnett welcomed the input and support of the Committee in developing Members’ understanding of the Election artwork.
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
4) G7 artwork display
Melanie Unwin, Deputy Curator, briefed the Committee that 50 artworks from the collection would be displayed at the forthcoming G7 Speakers’ Conference. The display at Astley Hall had been extended to November and this provided a good opportunity for public access and regional engagement.
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
5) Collections care update
Melissa Hamnett, Head of Heritage Collections and Curator of Works of Art, briefed the Committee.
Ms Hamnett reported that the Heritage Collections team had responded to eight incidents caused by recent weather extremes during the summer recess and had taken remedial steps to mitigate further damage. 
The following points were then discussed:
· The insurance position of artworks displayed or stored on the Estate. It was noted that artworks on and offsite were covered by parliamentary indemnity and that affected works would not be redisplayed until any issues had been resolved. 

· Whether works were stored in ground-level or basement stores and any concerns this caused. It was noted that many artworks in storage were now kept in offsite locations (which provided better climate monitoring and controls than the Estate) and that Restoration and Renewal would present an opportunity to examine Parliament’s storage facilities for works of art. 
Decision
The Committee noted the update.
6) Tour of the Collection 
Sileas Wood, Assistant Curator, then took the Committee on a tour of selected works in the Palace.
7) Date and time of the next meeting
The Committee will next meet on Tuesday 19 October at 4.30pm.
Sean Harris, Committee Secretariat, September 2021
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