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Dear Karen, 

25th April 2023 

Proxy voting: Review of illness and injury pilot (Third Report of Session 2022-23) 

Thank you to your Committee for your work on this important issue. I am happy to 

enclose the Government's response to your third report this session on proxy voting 

and the review of illness and injury pilot. 

In response to the main recommendation of the report, the Government supports the 

principle of making the long-term illness and injury scheme per�anent. However, the 

Government does have some concerns about how some of the changes you propose to 

the related scheme would impact members affected, and whether there may be some 

unintended consequences, particularly regarding your proposals relating to absence 

from the precincts. Further, it may also be helpful to consider the circumstances under 

which a proxy vote could be withdrawn. We therefore invite the Procedure Committee 

to revisit the relevant recommendations in light of the Government's observations set 

out in our response. The Government has tabled a motion in order to provide a 

short-term extension of the current pilot up to the end of June 2023. Our intention is 

that this will allow further work and consultation on the issues raised in the report 

before the House is asked to consider making the extension permanent. 

I would like to assure you and the Committee that I am committed to making the pilot 

permanent once these related issues have been resolved. To that end, it would be 

extremely helpful if your Committee is able to bring forward recommendations by the 

first week of June. 

 










