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Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 
Secretary of State, 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 

7 October 2020 
Dear Foreign Secretary, 

I am writing to you regarding reports of forced labour in China. Much attention is rightly focused on 
the situation in Xinjiang, but the Members are also deeply concerned about forced and exploitative 
labour in Tibet. Credible reports have surfaced detailing the transfer of thousands of so-called 
“rural surplus workers” who have been through “military style” training to prepare them for factory 
work.  

I would therefore be grateful if you could respond to the following questions:  

• What conversations have you and diplomatic staff based in China had with Chinese 
counterparts on this issue? 

• What actions is your Department planning to take? Are Magnitsky sanctions against key 
officials in Tibet being considered?  

• What discussions have you had with colleagues in Departments such as BEIS and DIT to 
help keep UK supply chains free from forced labour?  

• What liaison have you had with the Home Office regarding possible investigations into UK 
companies under the Modern Slavery Act?  

• What work is being done to ensure UK private sector companies take further measures to 
remove forced labour from their supply chains?  

• What support is the FCDO giving to civil society actors in and outside Tibet who are 
working on this issue? 

• Do you intend to raise this matter at the international level, for example through the 
UNHRC? 

It would be helpful to have a response by 21 October. I intend to place your response in the public 
domain.  

Best wishes,  

 

TOM TUGENDHAT 
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