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Wednesday, 11 January 2023 

 
 
Dear Leader of the House,  
 
Establishment of Select Committee on Arms Export Controls 
 
As the Chairs of the four constituent committees of the Committees on Arms Export 
Controls (CAEC), and the current Chair of CAEC, we are writing to seek the Government’s 
support for the establishment of a dedicated select committee on arms export controls.  
 
The current rules governing the structure of how CAEC operates, in particular the quorum 
requirements1, are not conducive to effective scrutiny when four extremely busy committees 
are involved. As such, in recent years it has proved increasingly difficult for CAEC to 
function effectively, reducing the level of parliamentary scrutiny over the important 
Government activity of the licencing and control of arms exports. This is not in the interests 
of Parliament, the public, or Government.  
 
It is our view that the best way of ensuring that arms export policy and implementation 
receives the level of scrutiny it deserves is for a dedicated select committee to be 
established with a clearly defined remit and dedicated membership. It would still be possible 
for collaboration with other select committees to continue where appropriate using the 
guesting provisions now available to committees. Clearly, this solution will require the 
support of the Government, not to mention other parties in the House and will require a 
decision on the allocation of the Chairship to a particular party and for arrangements to 
made for a Chair election in the usual way following this. If you are supportive in principle, 
we would be happy to work with you on the role and remit of the new Committee.  
 
We hope that you can agree to this proposal for enhancing effective scrutiny of this 
important and discrete policy area by taking forward the establishment of a dedicated select 
committee.  
 

 
1 For CAEC to meet formally and take oral evidence, a quorum of eight is required, compared to the standard 
quorum of three for select committees. For report agreements, a quorum of twelve is required for CAEC. This is 
higher than even the Liaison Committee’s quorum. 
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I am copying this letter to the Shadow Leader of the House and Shadow SNP Leader of the 
House.  
 

In view of our desire to make progress on this matter it would be helpful to have a reply by 
23 January. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Angus Brendan MacNeil MP 

Chair of the International Trade Committee 

 

 
Alicia Kearns MP  

Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee  

 

 

Sarah Champion MP 

Chair of the International Development 
Committee 

 

 

Rt Hon. Tobias Ellwood MP 

Chair of the Defence Committee 

 

 
Mark Garnier MP 

Chair of the Committees on Arms 
Export Controls 

 


