






  

 
 

  

 
 

 

    
    

   
     

  

 
 

 
 

   
 

  

 

 
   

 
 

 

 

How is the UK engaging with small island Pacific states? 

The Partners in the Blue Pacific (PBP) is a new initiative between the UK, US, Australia, Japan, 
New Zealand, and our Pacific partners. It will help better coordinate our approach and support the 
Pacific Island Countries in line with the Pacific Islands Forum's upcoming 2050 Strategy for the 
Blue Pacific Continent. This will ensure that our support is properly informed by what Pacific 
Islands Countries themselves need, and that our governments have stronger and regular 
engagement on Pacific issues and priorities. The countries will continue to work together in 
partnership as plans for PBP develop. 

Has HMA Tripoli met Abdul Hamid Dabaiba and Fathi Bashagha? 

HMA Tripoli regularly speaks to a range of Libyan political actors including the Government of 
National Unity (GNU) interim PM Abdul Hamid Dabaiba, whom she last met on 26 June, and 
Government of National Stability (GNS) designate PM Fathi Bashagha, whom she last spoke to on 
19 May. Beyond HMA engagement, Director Middle East and North Africa Directorate in the 
FCDO also met Bashagha on 23 June. 

Recent engagement with GCC countries on human rights 

Saudi Arabia 

• On 26 October 2021, Lord Ahmad, the Minister responsible for human rights spoke to  Dr 
Awwad al-Awwad, President of the Saudi Human Rights Commission. Lord Ahmad raised his 
concerns regarding the use of the death penalty in the Kingdom, enquiring specifically into the 
cases of Abdullah al-Howaiti and Mohammad al-Faraj (both believed to be minors at the time of 
their crimes). They also discussed the possibility of extending labour law reforms to domestic 
workers and trial access for international observers. 

• The Saudi Justice Minister visited the UK from 24-7 January 2022. Lord Ahmad discussed 
justice-themed human rights concerns, including international trial access, Saudi justice reforms, 
the death penalty and three priority human rights cases with the Minister. [For awareness: cases 
discussed were Muhammad al-Faraj, Hassan Farhan al-Maliki and Hussain Abu al-Khair] 

• Lord Ahmad visited Saudi Arabia from 6-7 February 2022 to advance UK strategic engagement 
on Human Rights. Key policy areas included: promoting FoRB, lobbying on individual HR cases 
of concern, Afghanistan and supporting justice reforms. 

• On 23 May 2022, Minister Milling raised recent executions, including executions of 12 March, 
with the Saudi Ambassador to the UK. During the meeting, Minister Milling raised the case of 
Abdullah Al-Howaiti. 

Bahrain 

• Officials and ministers have regular discussions with senior Bahraini counterparts on human 
rights, including most recently, in June, when Minister Milling co-chaired the UK-Bahrain Joint 
Working Group with the Bahraini Foreign Minister, when Minister Milling travelled to Bahrain. As 
well as in July, when Lord Ahmad met with the Bahrain Foreign Minister. 
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