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I am writing in response to the Education Select Committee's recommendation as 
follows: 

'Ofsted must assess its whistleblowing and safeguarding procedures for 
inspecting children's homes, and must write to us outlining how these 
have been strengthened in order to prevent future cohorts of children 
being failed.' 

I will describe our Calcot work before addressing your more general question. 

Calcot 

In an average year, Ofsted receives around 28,000 notifications from or about 
children's homes: this translates into more than 10 notifications for a typical 
children's home, of varying levels of seriousness. The number of notifications about 
Calcot homes in 2021-22, and also the mix of types and themes, were broadly in line 
with this national picture. 

In this case we acted on both whistleblowing disclosures and other notifications to 
accelerate the normal inspection schedule. One Calcot home had already been 
reinspected at the time that the BBC made contact with us, and the inspections of 
Calcot's other homes had been scheduled in quick succession. (The BBC was aware 
of the imminent publication of the report.) We have since completed all but one of 
these inspections. Five homes have been judged inadequate, three of which have 
now closed voluntarily and are no longer registered. Two homes have been 
provisionally judged as good. One home currently has no children on roll and is non-








