




Foreign Affairs Committee 
House of Commons  London  SW1A 0AA 
Tel: 020 7219 6106 Email: fac@parliament.uk   
Website: www.parliament.uk  Twitter: @CommonsForeign 

From Tom Tugendhat MP, Chair 
 

Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 

 
29 September 2020 

 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Committee regarding the ongoing crisis in Belarus. The way in which 
the recent presidential election was conducted, the refusal to invite international observers and the 
Belarusian government’s punitive response to the protests all run counter to international norms and 
acceptable standards of behaviour. There is also valid concern about growing Russian involvement in 
the Belarusian government’s response to the protests.  
 
With this in mind, I am writing to seek clarity on the Government’s response to this situation. I would be 
grateful if you would address the following points with reference to specific actions the UK has taken, 
and plans to take:  

 
Multilateral response 
 

• Which multilateral institutions is the UK Government working with, and what progress has been 
made on formulating a response? What specific actions have been agreed? 

• What representations has the Government made on this issue at the United Nations Security 
Council? 

• What work is the Government doing at the OSCE to limit the potential for Russia to take unilateral 
police or military action in Belarus?  

• Will the Government support calls for the current and inbound OSCE chairs to go to Belarus to 
begin mediation efforts?  

 
Bilateral response 
 

• What conversations have you had with Belarusian Foreign Minister Vladimir Makei about the 
protests and his government’s response to them?  

• What conversations have you had with your Russian counterpart about the Russian Federation’s 
involvement with and support for the Belarusian government’s response to the protests? 

• The Lithuanian government has expressed concern over the possibility of Russian support for the 
Belarusian government. What support are you prepared to offer the Lithuanian government on 
this matter?  

• What diplomatic support has the FCDO offered to countries neighbouring Belarus who have 
provided support to the Belarusian opposition?  
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Civil society and the media 
 

• How is the Government working with international partners to support freedom of speech and 
assembly for Belarusian civil society actors and groups?  

• There are credible reports of detained protestors being tortured by Belarusian authorities in 
detention facilities. Will the UK apply pressure to the Belarusian government to allow 
organisations such as the Red Cross access to these prisons, to allow them to ascertain the 
conditions of those being detained?  

• You have publicly condemned the detention of journalists by Belarusian authorities. What local 
support is being offered offered to journalists in Belarus?  

• What is the Government doing to help secure the release of journalists, activists and protestors 
who have been detained by Belarusian authorities? 

 
Given the pace at which events in Belarus are unfolding, it would be helpful to have a response to this 
letter as soon as possible. I intend to place your response in the public domain.  
 

Best wishes 

 
 

TOM TUGENDHAT 
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