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Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster  
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Mr William Wragg MP 
Chair, Public Administration and 
Constitutional Affairs Committee 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

Our reference: ​MC2020/11823

 

9 September​ 2020 
 

 
 
Dear William, 
 
Thank you for your letter of ​2 September ​regarding the Government’s plans to merge the               
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman (PHSO) and the Local Government          
Ombudsman. 
 
At present there is no active work in Government to continue exploring the merger of these two                 
organisations. The current pressures on the Government and the parliamentary timetable mean            
the bill has not progressed and there are no plans to introduce legislation to merge the two                 
organisations into a single Public Service Ombudsman within the period covered by the current              
Spending Review (2021/22 to 2023/24).  
 
 

 
With every good wish,  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster  

and Minister for the Cabinet Office 
 

 
 
 

 

 






