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HOUSE OF LORDS COMMISSION

Minutes

Thursday 17 March 2022, 1.00pm
Attendance

	· Lord Speaker (Chair)
· Lord Gardiner of Kimble (Deputy Chair)
· Mathew Duncan (external member)
· Baroness Evans of Bowes Park
· Lord German
· Lord Judge
· Lord Newby
· Nora Senior (external member)
· Baroness Smith of Basildon
· Lord Touhig
· Lord Vaux of Harrowden

	











Apologies were received from Lord Hill of Oareford. Simon Burton, Clerk of the Parliaments, and Andy Helliwell, Chief Operating Officer, were in attendance. 

Lords-only discussion

The House of Lords Commission held a pre-meeting to consider paper C/21-22/76 on ‘R&R Programme: Next Steps’.

In discussion the following points were raised or noted:
· Decisions on R&R were needed soon because the sponsor body and delivery authority were beginning to lose staff.
· It was necessary that any statement agreed with the Commons would not constrain flexibility of decision-making, including the option of a decant.
· There needed to be an emphasis maintained on the importance of ensuring a safe working environment
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Joint meeting

At 2.00pm, the House of Lords Commission met jointly with the House of Commons Commission.

Sarah Johnson, Chief Executive, R&R Sponsor Body, and David Goldstone, Chief Executive, R&R Delivery Authority were in attendance

1. R&R Programme: Next Steps
Andy Helliwell (Chief Operating Officer, House of Lords) and Matthew Hamlyn (Chamber Business Team Strategic Director, House of Commons) 
C/21-22/76 HIGHLY RESTRICTED 

Matthew Hamlyn and Andy Helliwell presented the Clerks’ paper on next steps in the R&R programme. 

        [Restricted Access – More Information].

The Commissions:
a.	agreed to publish a joint statement on Friday 18 March that would be agreed by correspondence by both Commissions.  
b.	endorsed the parameters to support the development of new proposals for the works.
c.	noting that both Commissions had agreed to a change in the sponsor function, agreed that further consideration should be given to the transfer of the sponsor function into Parliament or to a different arm’s length body.
d.	agreed an approach to seek independent advice and assurance.
e. 	noted the activities underway to support planning for transition from the existing governance arrangements.

2. Any other business

There was no other business.


Tristan Stubbs
Secretary to the Commission
stubbst@parliament.uk 
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