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Eighth Report

Support for remote participation

1.	 Baroness Thomas of Winchester has requested that an assistant be allowed 
to support her in delivering speeches while participating remotely. 

2.	 Lady Thomas’ request builds on the precedent set in 2012, when the House 
agreed the recommendation of the Procedure Committee that Baroness 
Campbell of Surbiton’s assistant be authorised “to enter the chamber of 
the House, or any committee of the House, in order to provide her with 
necessary practical and personal help, and to read out the text of speeches 
on her behalf”.1 

3.	 The change made in 2012 was a “reasonable adjustment … a modification 
to the physical environment or to working practices made in order to assist 
a disabled person to participate equally in normal activities”. It reflected the 
specific circumstances of Lady Campbell, but entailed no general change to 
the House’s procedures, and the Committee assured the House that “any 
further request for such adjustments would be considered afresh, in light of 
the specific circumstances of the individual case”.

4.	 Lady Thomas is now encountering increasing difficulty in speaking at length, 
and although she is already eligible on grounds of long-term disability to 
participate remotely in accordance with Standing Order 24A, she seeks this 
additional support. She envisages speaking herself at the beginning and 
end of any speech, and has also indicated that if she attended the House in 
person, or took part in select committee work, she would not call upon an 
assistant to facilitate her speaking. 

5.	 Having considered the specific circumstances affecting Lady Thomas, we 
are satisfied that the adjustment she has requested is reasonable and will help 
her to make a continuing contribution to the work of the House. 

6.	 We recommend that, as a reasonable adjustment, Baroness Thomas 
of Winchester be authorised to call on an assistant to support her in 
delivering speeches while participating remotely.

1 	 Procedure Committee, First Report, Session 2012–13 (HL Paper 25)
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