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Re-appointment of the Chair of the Local
Government Boundary Commission for
England

1. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) was established
by Parliament as a body independent of Government. The Local Democracy, Economic
Development and Construction Act 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) specifies that the LGBCE
shall consist of the chair and between four and eleven other Commissioners (“ordinary
members”). The chair of the LGBCE is appointed by Her Majesty the Queen, following an
Address from the House of Commons. Ordinary Commissioners are appointed by Her
Majesty the Queen on the recommendation of the Secretary of State for Communities and
Local Government.

2. Paragraph2ofSchedule 1to the 2009 Act states that, for the appointment of the LGBCE
Chair, a motion for an address can only be made with the Speaker’s agreement and if the
person whose appointment is proposed has been selected in accordance with a procedure
put in place and overseen by the Speaker’s Committee on the Electoral Commission.
Paragraph 6 of the same Schedule states that, in the case of a reappointment, this procedure
is to be read as including a reference to being recommended for reappointment by the
Speaker’s Committee.

3. The current term of office of the chair of the LGBCE, Professor Colin Mellors OBFE,
began on 1 January 2016 and comes to end on 31 December 2020. In January 2020, the
Chief Executive of the Commission wrote to the Committee asking it to consider whether
to recommend Professor Mellors for reappointment.

4. We therefore decided to seek feedback from interested parties on Professor Mellors’
performance during his first term. Responses were received from the Chief Executive of
the LGBCE, the Deputy Chair and Chair of the Audit Committee jointly on behalf of all
Commissioners, Simon Clarke MP (the responsible Minister in the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government), and a former Commissioner.

5. Together, the responses gave us a positive impression of the way Professor Mellors
had carried out the role. They suggested that he had taken an open and inclusive approach
to chairing the Commission, that he had effectively maintained the Commission’s
independence, impartiality and credibility, and that he had brought to the role a strong
understanding of the local government sector and the wider policy context. We also heard
that Professor Mellors had ensured the Commission’s finances were carefully scrutinised
to enable it to deliver value for money.

6. Having deliberated upon this feedback, we are satisfied as to Professor Mellors’
effectiveness and the contribution he will continue to make to the work of the LGBCE.
We are therefore happy to recommend that Professor Mellors be reappointed for a further
term of five years. We commend his reappointment to the House.



