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House of Commons
Westminster
London SW1A OAA

7th July 2020

From Tamara Finkelstein
Permanent Secretary


[bookmark: _GoBack]When I attended the meeting on 16 June 2020, I promised to let the Committee have a note showing how many of the Environmental Land Management (ELM) tests and trials are led by farmers and land managers.  As of 6 July 2020, we have 62 contracted tests and trials.  Farmers are involved in all of the 62 tests and trials and to date we have engaged with nearly 3,000 farmers and land managers. While the greatest majority of tests and trials are led by NGOs, public organisations and industry bodies, they all involve a diverse range of farmers and land managers across a variety of sectors, using both new and established groups and networks.

In our most recent phase of tests and trials, we have prioritised proposals that are led by farmers and land managers.  Of the 62 tests and trials, we have 12 live tests and trials that are farmer-led and a further 2 proposals in development.  

The note is enclosed at Annex 1. As the Committee will see this note provides information showing:

· A brief summary of the live farmer led tests and trials 
· A brief summary of the farmer led test and trials in development

It is also worth noting that while the initiative for test and trials came from Defra, the tests and trials themselves have all originated from stakeholders.

Should the Committee require any further information on the tests and trials programme prior to my next update, I would be pleased to provide this.

I hope this reply is helpful.
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