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In February 2019, the Foreign Affairs Committee published its report, Global Britain and the British 

Overseas Territories: Resetting the relationship. The Government accepted, in part or in full, a 

number of recommendations made by the report. I was particularly pleased that the Government 

accepted the Committee’s recommendation to invite representations from the Overseas Territories 

(OTs) to lay wreaths on Remembrance Sunday 2019, in recognition of the sacrifices made by the 

people of the OTs.  

Although the Government is rightly prioritising time and resources to its response to the Covid-19 

pandemic, it is important that its other commitments are honoured too. With this in mind, I would be 

grateful if you could provide the Committee with an update on the following areas: 

• How has the approach to appointing Governors for Overseas Territories been updated 

since the report, and what is the overall approach to appointments?  

• What work has been done since the report to ensure all OTs publish public registers of 

beneficial ownership, in compliance with the Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 

2018?  

• Whether the Government intends to “prepare a draft Order in Council requiring the 
government of any British Overseas Territory that has not introduced a publicly accessible 
register of the beneficial ownership of companies within its jurisdiction to do so” by the end 
of 2020, as required by the Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018. 

• What progress has been made on legacy arrangements for the Blue Belt project? 

• What are the Government’s plans for post-Brexit funding for the Overseas Territories?  

It would be helpful to have a response to this letter by 22 June. I intend to place your response in 

the public domain.  

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

TOM TUGENDHAT 


