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19 February 2020  
 
Dear Dominic 

 
I am writing to seek information on the effectiveness of steps the FCO has taken to 
maintain good relations with partners and allies during the coronavirus outbreak. 
 
I understand that the FCO has worked with international partners to secure the return of 
UK nationals at risk from the virus and am pleased that the Government has provided 
additional funding for research into vaccines and the virus. Could you please set out how 
you have cooperated with partners around the world to speed up the global response? 
Does it offer lessons for the future? 
 
Given the different approaches to phytosanitary checks at the border, what cooperation 
has the UK put in place to ensure that travel to the Europe, North America and other 
countries is not impeded? Has the FCO co-ordinated its approach with that of our close 
allies to ensure that different approaches will not lead to others determining travel from 
the UK to be unsafe? 
 
More broadly, what steps have been taken in concert with our allies in Europe and North 
America to align advice and maintain trading relationships with China on their current 
footing, including any co-ordination on restrictions introduced? Do you envisage any 
longer-term impact on our relations with China as a result of the coronavirus outbreak? 
 
It would also be helpful to know what communication the Government had with the 
Chinese authorities and what advice they have given to their own citizens about travel 
around the country. Has the FCO made any assessment of the economic impact and 
consequent geopolitical impact of the coronavirus outbreak? Given China’s dependence 
on export and international trade, has this changed the Government’s assessment of 
Chinese economic growth in the coming year? 
 
Given the fast-moving nature of the situation, it would be helpful to have a reply by 3 
March, which I would intend to publish. 
 
Yours ever, 

 
TOM TUGENDHAT MP 

Chair-Elect 
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